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Searchlight 
Viagazine online 


Visit the Searchlight Magazine website to 
access articles from the latest and previous 
issues of the magazines. 


Search our archive for information on 
fascism and racism in Britain and 
internationally. Historical features, 
interviews and much more. 


To find out about fascism past 
and present visit 


www.searchlightmagazine.com 


Searchlight [i 


| Author: Leonard Zeskind for IREHR and Antifa-Net | Date: 
October 2005 


| The storm that followed the storm 
Untold numbers died from rains, winds and floods, More uncounted 


ee 
Wish were killed by dehydration, starvation and neglect. Hospitals 
Operated without electricity, water or food for the staff and patients. 2 dosdiennh 
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} The Italian Fascist invasion af Ethiopia 

H, Saventy years ago the armies of Fascist Italy invaded Ethiopia, then 
’ internationally widely known as Abyssinia, without the courtesy of 
any declaration of war. >> 
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| Liverpool grieves for victim of racist murder 
| Tony Barrett, a journalist working for the Liverpoo! ene reports from 
) the city an its reaction to an appalling racist murder 


wthor: Peter Lazenby | Date: September 2005 
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growing support; Slovak extremists outlawed 
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by Rita Ruesch 


30 Netherlands Far right suffers election setback 
by Jeroen Bosch 


34 Italy Berlusconi paves the way for extreme right to enter 
government by Alfio Bernabei 


Correction: English Democrats 

We would like to clarify that the inclusion of the English 
Democrats in our January 2006 edition was not meant to imply 
that the English Democrats is a fascist party, rather that it is a 


“eurosceptic" party favouring tighter immigration controls. 

We would also like to correct two minor errors. Firstly the 
photograph with the article was not Robin Tilbrook but Jervis 
Kay QC, the party's 2005 general election candidate for Ipswich. 
Secondly the English Democrats have no connection at all with 
the English Nationalist Party active in the 1970s. 


THIS MONTH 16 different editions of the 
Searchlight tabloid newspaper are being 
distributed across Britain. This is our main 
contribution to the campaign to stop the BNP 
making gains in the local elections on 4 May. 
We believe these newspapers are the best we 
have produced. This is no doubt because much 
of the material comes from local activists who 
are keen to drive the BNP out of their area. It is 
because our material is produced with local 
activists — the people who know best what is 
happening on the ground — that we believe it 
is particularly hard hitting. 

The BNP has invested much time and effort 
in trying to convince the British public — with 
some degree of success — that it is not a nazi 
party but merely concerned about putting 
“British” (white) people first. But while the BNP 
presents one face to the British public, Nick 
Griffin and his coterie went on a jaunt to the 
United States to attend the American 
Renaissance conference where they showed 
what they are really like. As can be seen from the 
article in this month’s magazine, the BNP 
rubbed shoulders with David Duke, former 
Grand Wizard of the Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klan, and a whole host of Holocaust deniers, 
antisemites and racists. That is the real face of 
the two-faced BNP, an organisation that sees 
itself as part of a worldwide racist struggle but 
which is pursuing a particular soft-edged 
strategy which it believes suits the British palate 
better than crude racism. 

And it is the reality of what has been described 
as the new face of the BNP — though it is no 
longer new — that we have to combat with 
effective strategies. Labelling the BNP “Nazi” 
and “racist”, important as that is, is not enough to 
defeat them. We need real answers to the real 
issues that affect people’s lives. Of course the 
BNP’s answer is to “racialise” every issue. Crime, 
lack of housing, whatever the topic, the BNP 
knows whom to scapegoat. So when the 
BNP talks about preferential treatment of black 
people and suchlike we must be able to answer 
with facts because it is the absence of an alternative 
voice that leads people to believe the BNP’s lies. 
The BNP often campaigns on specifically local 
issues which is why leaflets and other material 
produced by local anti-fascist groups, with local 
knowledge, are particularly important. 

Election campaigns move fast so we urge you 
to look at our website, www.stopthebnp.com, 
for all the latest information on what 
BNP candidates are standing in your area as 
that information becomes available to us. 
Also check for the latest updates on the anti- 
BNP Searchlight newspaper distribution and 
leafleting sessions and for other useful 
information. ei 
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he 2006 


As the 2006 local election campaign kicks off, Nick Lowles looks at the campaign we 


can expect from the BNP and calls for a greater anti-fascist effort. 


he 2006 local elections will be the 
toughest ever. Against the backdrop 
of growing disillusionment among 
Labour’s core support, and about 
the political process generally, and the back- 
lash from the reaction to the anti-Mus- 
lim cartoons, the British National Party 
is enjoying a growing sense of confidence. 

In councils across the country the 
racists are sensing a breakthrough. 

The BNP is fielding a record number 
of candidates next month. Most of 
them are concentrated in the BNP’s 
heartlands of West Yorkshire, East 
Lancashire and the West Midlands but 
there are also candidates in places the 
racist party has not contested before. 

Many will be little more than paper 
candidates, with the BNP not putting 
in much of an effort in their support, 
but in a growing number of wards the 
BNP’s campaigns are becoming more 
sophisticated. 

Searchlight has already received reports 
of systematic door-to-door canvassing in 
several parts of the country, including 
in places such as Manchester where the 
party has never performed very well in 
recent times. There have even been some 
second-hand accounts of BNP telephone 
canvassing and its direct mail operation 
in a very small number of areas appears to 
be on a par with the three main parties. 

While it is unlikely that the BNP will 
be able to match the intensity of a 
quality by-election campaign, such as 
those fought in Goresbrook (Barking 
and Dagenham) and Heanor and 
Loscoe (Amber Valley), other political 
parties should not underestimate the 


BNP’s capability. 


Burnley conference 

A recent BNP organisers’ event in 
Burnley last month put down the 
foundations for the BNP’s election 
campaign. Run by the party’s new 
group development officer Sadie 
Graham, the day focused on modern 
electioneering techniques such as 
direct mail. 

Graham has some recent experience 
in this. During the recent Heanor and 
Loscoe council by-election, where the 
BNP came second, the party sent out a 
direct mail letter from its candidate to 
every voter who had responded 
positively during canvassing. Not only 
was the letter personally addressed and 
printed in a typeface that made it look 
handwritten but it was also customised 
for each street. A picture of the street 
adorned the letter, together with one or 
two promises from the candidate. 

This degree of targeting has not been 
seen before from the BNP. 

Of course, direct mail relies on having 
the data to target voters and few BNP 
branches either have this data or appear 
capable of collecting it in a four-week 
campaign. However, there is a small 
but growing number of wards where 
this is possible, principally where the 
BNP has contested council by-elections 
and thrown regional or even national 
resources at them. Thurrock, Barking 
and Dagenham, Epping, Bexley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, Dudley, Oldham, 
Manchester, Burnley, Bradford, Kirklees, 
Calderdale and Amber Valley are all 
councils where the BNP potentially 
has canvassing data or its collection is 
under way. 


Aggressive Islamophobia 
Election techniques are simply a means 
of selling a message and for the BNP in 
2006 the message is the danger of Islam 
in Britain. 

Since last autumn the _party’s 
publications have been describing the 
local elections as a “Referendum on 
Islam”. Since the London bombings 
they have portrayed Islamist terrorism 
in Britain as the consequence of the 
Government’s slack asylum and im- 
migration policies and the war in Iraq. 

“If only they had listened to the 
BNP,” proclaimed a BNP leaflet 
distributed only days after the bombings 
last July. A picture of the bombed-out 
bus adorned the front page. 

The BNP’s anti-Islam stance gained 
momentum with the acquittal of 
Nick Griffin, the party leader, on 
some charges at Leeds Crown Court in 
February. The verdict came at the same 
time as the controversy over the 
offensive anti-Muslim Danish cartoons 
and the offensive spectacle of a handful 
of young Muslims dressed up as suicide 
bombers on the streets of London, 
a coincidence that enabled the BNP 
to present itself as the defender of 
freedom of speech and the British 
way of life. 

For more than a week the images of 
extremist Islam and a victorious BNP 
swamped media space. Searchlight’s 
mailbag reflected what seemed to be a 
real sea-change in opinion and the 
BNP’s must have been similar. 

The BNP responded by moving 
further to the right in its anti-Islam 
strategy. Emboldened by this apparent 


changing mood, the BNP has become 
more hardline. It began with the 
reproduction of the Danish cartoons in 
a national leaflet in what was a clear 
attempt to incite and raise tensions. 

Several BNP branches actually 
refused to hand leaflet out, both 
recognising the incitement element and 
through fear of attack. That the risk was 
real was confirmed when the Pendle 
BNP organiser was put in hospital after 
being attacked on the street while 
distributing the leaflet. 

An even more hardline approach was 
taken in Leeds. The latest edition of 
the BNP’s Morley Patriot called for the 
banning of the burka and the removal 
of Muslims from any job that involves 
chemicals or electronics. 

But it is no way clear whether this 
strategy will work. The hardening anti- 
Islam line might play well with the party 
faithful and its hardcore support but it 
will increasingly repulse opponents of 
the BNP. In an election where turnout 
will be key, the BNP message may have 


a quite unexpected impact. 


Damn lies and BNP leaflets 
Another element of the BNP campaign 
is the “Big Lie”. Perfected by the BNP’s 
election officer Eddy Butler, the “Big 
Lie” is a story the BNP will introduce to 
the campaign with the sole intention to 
wind up and motivate its supporters. 
The “Big Lie” will vary from area to 
area depending on what local issue is 
available for the BNP to exploit. 
M In Heanor the BNP claimed a 15- 
year-old girl had been gang raped by 


asylum seekers. This was untrue. 
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local election campaign 


M@ In Sandwell the BNP claimed a 
local library was going to become a 
mosque. This was untrue. 

M In Barking and Dagenham the 
BNP claimed that a secret “Africans for 
Essex” scheme gave Africans £50,000 
to buy property in the area. This was 
untrue. 

@ In Thurrock, the BNP claimed that 
the local council had a secret deal with 
Hackney to transfer 3,000 asylum 
seekers to the area. This was untrue. 

In many recent elections rival parties 
and candidates have complained to the 
police and returning officer but so far 
no action has been taken against the 
BNP. Unfortunately, each investigative 
body has looked at each leaflet 
individually rather than at the 
deliberate strategy to whip up tensions. 

Dealing with the “Big Lie” is crucial 
to defeating the BNP. For too long 
councils and the other parties have 
ignored the BNP’s lies. The failure to 
refute the claims (albeit in an 
imaginative way so as not to allow the 
BNP’s agenda to govern the debate) 
will invariably mean the lies become 


facts. And then the BNP has won. 


Old Labour 

A lesser element of the BNP campaign 
will be presenting itself as “Old Labour”, 
or, as a recent BNP leaflet in Sandwell 
proudly announced, “the Labour Party 
your Grandfathers voted for”. 


The BNP has pushed the link with 
Old Labour values in parts of the West 
Midlands, South Yorkshire and the 
North East. 


Turning out the anti-BNP vote 
In the mad frenzy of an election 
campaign the difference between 
winning and losing is often determined 
by the quality of the campaign. For all 
the BNP’s growing expertise, the anti- 
fascist campaign is still more advanced. 
We know that the majority of people in 
every single ward in the country are 
against the BNP; the question is getting 
them out to vote. 

Searchlight has been identifying anti- 
BNP voters for several months now and 
together with a more sophisticated 
trade union operation this year’s anti- 
BNP campaign will be the most 
advanced yet. 

But victory is nowhere near certain. 
Against a backdrop of increasing apathy 
among Labour voters, disillusionment 
among Labour Party members and 
rising Islamophobia, our task is hard. 

That is why we ask all our readers to 
give that little bit more during the next 
few weeks. From making telephone 
calls to stuffing envelopes, leafleting to 
talking to your neighbour, there is 
something for you to do. 

So we make this one appeal. Get in 
touch and get involved. You could make 
a difference. ~« 


To help the Searchlight campaign please contact us on 020 7681 8660 


or email us at editors@searchlightmagazine.com 
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While the BNP whip up racism local 
people are getting on with improving | 
the lives of the community 


SHEFFIELD DOESN'T NEED THE BNP 


The BNP are crude and 
simplistic. They are evil. 
We live ina very competitive 
region and we need to use all 
our gifts and resources 
available to us. 

Not doing so will mean 
that our city loses out. 
Please do not vote 
fora party that seeks to 
divide us. 


BB ie Bishop of Stafford 
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Searchlight has produced 16 
different tabloid newspapers 
which are being distributed by 
anti-fascist volunteers across 
Britain. The following pages give a 
selection of some of the articles 
that hundreds of thousands of 
voters are reading in the run-up to 
the local elections on 4 May. 
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Nazi godfather 


THE TRUTH ABOUT 
THE BOROUGH'S 
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The Nazi assassin 
BNP LEADER Nick Griffin is 


bracing himself for a new book that 
will blow the mask of respectability off 
his party. 

The Nazi Assassin is the story of 
former Merseyside BNP organiser 
Joe Owens. 

By day he was Griffin’s personal 
bodyguard but by night “he was a 
professional assassin with seven alleged 
hits to his name”. 

Despite knowing of his underworld 
links, the BNP refused to sack him. 
Earlier this year, a leading BNP officer 
even suggested that Owens “take out” 
a Labour politician in revenge for 
Griffin’s own arrest. 


Burnley BNP councillors 
fail ... AGAIN 


BURNLEY BNP councillors are 
“incompetent”. That’s not our view but 
the opinion of BNP leader Nick 
Griffin. 


BNP’s links 
to terror 


THE BNP claim they want to 


defend British society from 
terrorism, yet nothing could be 
further from the truth. The BNP, 
and its leader Nick Griffin, have 
been linked with a host of terrorist 
organisations over the past 
20 years. 

Griffin actually travelled to 
Tripoli in 1986 as a guest of 
the Libyan Government in order 
to raise money, at a _ time 
when the Libyans were behind 
international terrorism. Griffin was 
also a supporter of the Iranian 
Ayatollah Khomeini, another 
sponsor of terrorism, simply because 
of his anti-Jewish and anti- 
American views. 

At a time when there is so much 
danger in the world, the BNP, with 
its terrorist connections, simply 
cannot be trusted. 

Below are just some of Griffin's 
terrorist friends. 


William Pierce Griffin was a big 
admirer of William Pierce, leader of 
the National Alliance. Pierce also 
wrote The Turner Diaries, a fictional 
account of race war, which inspired 
Oklahoma City bomber Timothy 
McVeigh to kill 168 people in 1995. 
Pierce addressed a BNP national 
rally and his Nazi organisation was 
later involved with the American 
Friends of the BNP, which channelled 
money to the BNP from the USA. 
When Pierce died in 2002 the BNP 
published a glowing obituary for him 
which mentioned his “high regard” 
for the BNP. 


David Copeland London ‘nail 
bomber” David Copeland, whose reign 
of terror in 2001 killed three people 
including a pregnant woman and 
injured 129, was a member of the BNP. 
Inspired by William Pierce's The Turner 
Diaries, Copeland hoped his bombing 
campaign would ignite a race war of 
which the BNP would be the chief 
beneficiaries. Copeland is currently 
serving six life sentences in Broadmoor. 


Mark Payne Mark Payne is the 
BNP's deputy National Treasurer but 
before his full time job in the BNP, he 
ran Fourteen Words (UK), the British 
arm of the US Nazi book club that 
backed the Nazi terror group The 
Order. In the 1980s The Order tried to 
ignite a race war in America, including 
a plot to poison the water supplies of 
several cities. Payne sold books, tape 
recordings and T-shirts glorifying 
these terrorists. He was also in the 
rightwing skinhead band Avalon, 
which was linked to the British Nazi 
group Combat 18. 


Roberto Fiore One of Griffin's 
longest far-right associates is Roberto 
Fiore, once a leading member of NAR, 
an Italian fascist terrorist group active 
in the 1970s and 1980s. This is the 
group that bombed Bologna railway 
station in 1980 killing 85 people, 
including two young British travellers. 
Griffin and Fiore were involved in a 
number of shadowy — business 
ventures and Griffin's father Edwin 
acted as Fiore’s accountant. 


Tony Lecomber Griffin's right- 
hand man for the past ten years, 
TonyLecomber is supposed to be the 
new respectable face of the BNP. 
But he has five convictions under the 
Explosives Act, including posses- 
sing homemade explosives, hand- 
grenades and bomb manuals. 

Lecomber also boasted that a 
terrorist attack on London would be 
good for the BNP. 


Horst Mahler Griffin has close links 
with Horst Mahler, a leading member 
of the National Democratic Party, a 
German neo-Nazi party. Mahler 
moved to the extreme right after a 
career with the Baader-Meinhof 
terrorist gang in the 1970s, which later 
became the Red Army Faction. Mahler 
continues to condone terrorism. He is 
on record as saying that the 9/11 
attacks on America were “justified” 


Community campaigning 
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leaflet of lies 


HEARD THE ONE about the 
“Africans for Essex” scheme? Well, it 
simply doesn’t exist. It is a lie circulated 
by the BNP to blame black people for 
the shortage of housing. 

As these pages demonstrate, there is a 
chronic shortage of council housing in 
the borough, but this has nothing to 
do with the arrival of black people. 
Ses 1S A taboo subject in Britain. No one likes to Rather, it is because the council is not 
*Aedae shaun nenhates toa benno magnon allowed to build council homes to 


NHS and other public service d have collapsed a long tir 


_Arid without Either immigration well not be ale to provide adequate replace those properties that have been 


»mething radical happens the future for us and our families 


"han hacasking wero Unowetndnor deine © sold under the Right to Buy scheme. 


pa mone *y tO pay ‘te or 


ee te n ain about the unk Half of the council’s housing stock 
on workers coming ito this coun has been sold since the early 1980s. 


Caribbeans and Asians in 


chou be. unigration The BNP claim that there is a secret 
scheme to offer African families 
£50,000 to move into the borough 


FACT: PENSIONS  f@ FACT: NHS FACT: ECONOMICS ff no wich thing, "The BNP bas made 


BRITAIN IS PACING a pensions timebomb. THE eee ne rt of thous nee of doctors, R 3 I NT IMMIG: he INTO Britain has 
The vatue of our pensions is decreasing and t 


people are living a lot longer, In 2001 16% of the \ e Y th ve years we il hese ‘ Hi tigre eS nt up to whip up trouble and racism. 


population was over 65% but this will rise 3% 
by 2031. By 2050 there will be only two wo! ie for wee Londo on Authority, 23% of doctors and 


every reed person, Between and 2001 the forkingwitin he NS were born IMM Foreign-born workers alread) generate 10% ofthe What does exist is a scheme to 
| keep council housing for local people. 
Under the Right to Buy scheme, 
council tenants can buy their houses or 
flats. While this helps people get onto 
the property ladder it also takes houses 
out of the public sector. 
x SEES atic THE This council, like many others in 
oe 1 AFRICANS London, offers cash incentives to people 
a aryy | thinking of buying their council homes 
to buy property on the private market 
Mth instead. In this way, hard-working 
Don'tfallforthe | families get a helping hand but. just as 
BNPleafietoflies | importantly, council housing remains 
ee in use for local people. 

Sar eaat Last year 55 families moved out of 
Tower Hamlets and only five came to 
Barking and Dagenham. Of these 
five, only one was black. 

The vast majority of newly arrived 
black people in the borough are 
buying their homes. That is the 
system and if they have the money 
they are as entitled to do so as 
anyone else. 

Yes, there is a serious housing 

problem in Barking and Dagenham 
but it is certainly not the one the BNP 
talk about. 
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Community Service 


REFUGEE VOLUNTEERS at a 
former church centre are supporting 
crucial projects that help all the people 
of Calderdale 

Asylum seekers, refugees, economic 
migrants — the papers are full of 
confusing terms about new people 
coming to these shores. 

But what if those people were helping 
the communities they joined? What if 
qualified doctors, nurses, teachers and 
engineers were volunteering their 
time, free, to benefit the people of 
Calderdale? 

Sounds too good to be true? 

Well, it’s not. In fact, it is happening 
right now, thanks to the St Augustine’s 
Centre in Halifax. 

St Augustine’s was set up by the 
Church over 30 years ago to offer 
support and nursery facilities to the 
local community. Now it also helps 
integrate new arrivals as well as other 
destitute people into the wider 
communities nearby. 

These arrivals even include doctors, 
who give their time free to local 
medical projects. With the growing 
financial problems in the NHS, it is 
proving a useful resource. 

“What was happening was that asylum 
seekers started coming to the area around 
1999,” says Kate Fawcett, project co- 
ordinator at the St Augustine’s Support 
Centre. “They were coming here for help, 
looking for assistance with language, for 
clothing, that kind of thing.” 

In 2003 the centre decided to help. 

“Some of these people are in very 
desperate situations. Their cases may 
have failed, but it is still deemed too 


dangerous for them to return to their 
countries of origin. So they have no 
state benefits, no housing, they cant 
work — there’s nothing for them. But 
they can't go back, either. 

“We just offered a lunch to them, 
a chance for them to meet others. 
And that just grew and grew.” 

The centre is keen to stress that 
although it primarily helps those who 
have come here seeking refugee status, 
and more recently the new EU economic 
migrants, it is open to any destitute 
person needing help in the area. 

It now offers English language classes 
and tries to help new arrivals integrate 
better into the community. In fact, it is 


Volunteers 


‘S’ is a qualified doctor who came here 
from the Kurdish region of northern 
lraq four years ago. 

He has passed all his exams to qualify 
as a doctor here and is now registered 
with the General Medical Council. 

Yet with his asylum claim rejected, he 
has nowhere to live, nowhere to stay, 
no support. 

Despite all this, he got a clinical 
attachment to an NHS hospital, where 
he works to help vulnerable and elderly 
patients. 


‘R’ is an Afghan doctor who was 
imprisoned by the Taleban regime. 

He was the only doctor in his entire 
province and his clinic treated many of 
those injured by the war. 

After managing to escape, he finally 
made his way to Britain, where he dreamed 
of becoming a general practitioner. 

Despite his case being rejected, he 
has given his time — free — to local GP 
surgeries and NHS hospitals, helping the 
needy of Calderdale. 


being funded by the Home Office to do 
just that. 

“And we really encourage them to 
take part in voluntary work,” says Kate. 
“We co-ordinate this with Voluntary 
Action Calderdale. 

“We have teachers and doctors, 
for example, who are not allowed to 
work. But we want to keep them 
occupied, make sure they don't slide 
into depression — and at the same 
time help them give something back 
to the community here. And if 
the wider community can meet 
these people, understand them, it 
helps all round. Plus it helps their 


confidence too.” 


Sport 


THERE’S AN OLD boxing cliché 
that goes something like “Boxer pulls 
no punches”, and if you talk to 
Sheffield’s nationally renowned and 
respected trainer Brendan Ingle, expect 
no different. 

More than 40 years of life inside and 
around the boxing ring means that you 
have to be on your guard around 
Brendan Ingle, and if you're foolish 
enough to suggest that there is no black 
or Asian worthy of the tag “Briton”, the 
65-year-old will have you on the ropes 
for the full ten rounds. 

In a withered Dublin accent, Brendan 
is protesting proudly, “I’m an Irishman 
living in Britain, a former steel worker, 
I’ve lived in poverty, seen poverty, been 
and stood alongside men at the colliery 
face and I’ve never understood why 
people make an issue about the colour 
of your skin when there are struggles 
that affect everyone far more important 
than the colour of your skin. 


“I’ve never understood why 
people make an issue about the 
colour of your skin when there 
are struggles that affect everyone 
far more important than the 
colour of your skin.” 


“When I came to England I had a 
chip on my shoulder about what I 
thought were the rich English. I was 
immediately disarmed of my prejudices 
when I met real working people here, 
tough, decent people. And I love them, 


Tm one of them.” 


Boxin 
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EXCLUSIVE: Searchlight interviews BRENDAN INGLE 


Brendan works for the National 
Association of Clubs For Young People 
(NACFYP ). In his south Yorkshire 
gym is a sign that says simply “God 
Is Important”. 

“There you go. Lots of different gods, 
lots of different beliefs, lots of different 
colours of skin and we all have a god. 
Once we get that out of the way, we get 
on with the business of our lives. 

“If people want to come here, to my 
gym, they’re more than welcome. We've 
got between 70 and 80 amateur and 
professional boxers here, including 
British, Commonwealth, European and 
World Champions. These people that 
come here often end up fighting under 
a flag, not hiding behind it, and if 
people who hide behind their flags 
think they can tell any of my boxers 
they're not British enough, well, I think 
they must be bigots, who actually know 
very, very little about what this country 
is about.” 

A point in case is the impressive 
number of boxers who have progressed 
under Bernard’s tuition. Prince 
Naseem, Herol “Bomber” Graham and 
the current WBO_ Cruiserweight 
Champion Johnny Nelson included. 

“He came to see me over twenty years 
ago and asked me to teach him to box,” 
he said of Nelson. “I took one look at 
him and said ‘three hours a day is what 
it will take’ and I thought no more of it. 
He turned up the next day and the day 


after and the day after that and then the 
next thing I know I’m taking young 
kids up to his place to meet him, a 
world champion, so that he can give 
them the inspiration to make 
something of themselves. 


Community centre 

Brendan is now trying to rebuild 
his gym as a community centre, a place 
to take the toughest of kids and give 
them another chance. “What’s the 
alternative?” he asks almost to himself. 
“Lock them up all day long?” 

He is passionate about his defence 
of young people, especially those 
whom society is too quick to write off. 
He gives them faith in themselves 
and through that tells them to 
respect others. 

“Success in the ring starts with how 
you behave outside the ring and how 
you treat other people. That’s what 
makes winners; people who know we 
all bleed the same, live the same, die 
the same. 

“If some racist tried telling me any of 
my black or Asian boxers are not 
British, or because of their religion they 
can never really be British, I'd have 
to tell them that their ignorance of 
people is the only blight on this nation, 
and that is why ¢/ey will never be 
real winners.” 

Racists take a pounding in Brendan's 
ring. He only produces winners. 


Bolton’s bullett 


JUST TWO YEARS ago he was a 
little known lad from Bolton. Yet now 
boxing sensation Amir Khan is a hero 
to youngsters of all shades. 

IT’S the stuff of Hollywood legend. 
Local boy works his way up from 
the streets, overcomes poverty and 
prejudice, and ends up crowned 
the champ. 

When Amir Khan stunned the 
boxing world by taking the silver 
medal for Britain at the Olympics in 
2004, when he was only 17, it launched 
him as a national icon. 

That summer the whole of Britain 
seemed glued to its screens, willing the 
young man on. His dad, Pakistani- 
born Shajaad Khan, was there by the 
ringside too, proudly sporting his 
Union flag waistcoat. 

Though he may have lost out on gold 
to the Cuban Mario Kindelan, it was a 
stunning achievement for a teenager 
barely out of school. It was a triumph 
for British boxing, too. 

“And the English fans still support 
me,” says Amir Khan today, “even when 
as an Asian I’m fighting a white guy. 
It’s awesome.” 

Although he was offered the chance 
to box for Pakistan, Amir made a 
conscious decision to stay here and 
fight for his country. “I lived in 
England and went to school here,” 
he says. 


Hard slog 
But it wasn’t an overnight success. 
Not by any means. It all started at the 
tender age of eight, when Shajaad took 
his little son to the local gym. 

“I was a little scared about getting 
beaten up,” says Amir, now 19... 


‘KEIGHLEY UNITED 
‘Kicking 
racism 
into 
touch’ 


CHANCES ARE THERE’S a 
football match going on this weekend 
that’s about more than just competing. 

Keighley United has grown right in 
the heart of Keighley, where lads were 
just kicking a ball about in the park, and 
there were concerns about drugs and 
disenchanted young people getting 
into trouble. 

Umar, Amar, Nadeem and Imran told 
Searchlight how youth workers in the 
area saw an opportunity to do 
something, and particularly to try and 
bring Asian and white communities 
together. 

With funding from Positive Futures, a 
national sports-based social inclusion 
programme for young people, Keighley 
United was born with three satellite 
projects at Braithwaite, Brackenbank 
and Highfield. 

The project is now constituted, led by 
young people and almost wholly self- 
sufficient. 

Keighley United is going from 
strength to strength, with around 100 
participants a week and over 300 since 
it began. Local businesses have got on 
board, funding kit and equipments, and 
a local community centre provides space 
to the group. 


Scouts from Leeds United 
Scouts from Leeds United have 
already invited one player to trial , 
for their club, and Keighley 
United are hoping to 
work more closely with 
them in the future. 
Many of Keighley § 
United’s activities have § 
been about bringing | 
communities together, | 
with mixed white and ¢ 
Asian teams, young Jams 
people and adults, and a 


residential session involving 38 young 
people from all over Keighley. 

Ten girls took part, in the hope of 
setting up a female team. 

Other parts of the project focus on 
Asian young people, as their white 
counterparts are often already actively 
involved in other local football teams. 
The lads are still keen to break down 
some barriers though. 

“When we go to games we meet loads 
of different people and get talking. 
We can learn about each other and get 
rid of myths and stereotypes — it’s about 
integration too,” says Amar, 18. 

Word is getting round quickly, and 
Keighley United is taking lots of young 
people off the streets. Nadeem, 17, told 
Searchlight, “Asian kids have not had 
the chance to get involved in a football 
team before. But now they can learn 
about using community centres and 
youth provision, as well as valuing our 
community and respecting the space.” 

The personal benefits are clear too. 

Many participants have gained Duke 
of Edinburgh awards and become 
qualified coaches, referees and first 
aiders. They feel this will help them 
in their future careers and education, 
and are keen to pass their skills on 
to others. Several volunteers run 
their own teams and organise leagues, 
run fitness and circuit training, 


. and encourage healthy lifestyles and 


_ nutrition. 
~ Searchlight wishes to 
congratulate Keighley 
United on what is 
clearly a successful 
©) cross-community 
* project which is 
| J helping to overcome 
é prejudice. We wish 
‘yy, its members every 
L~~ success in the future. 


| HomeNews | 


Keighley West falls to Labour 


By Nick lowles 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY 
lost its safest council seat last month 
after the voters of Keighley West turned 
to Labour in large numbers. 

The by-election, caused by the 
resignation of BNP councillor Angela 
Clarke, was seen as an important 
barometer for May’s local elections, 
which the BNP has declared a 
referendum on Islam. 

The Labour victory was a vindication 
of a strategy, supported by Searchlight, 
of confronting the BNP on the hard 


issues on which they campaign. 


BNP stronghold 
Keighley West was the BNP’s safest 
seat in the country. Clarke took it in 
2004 with 51.2% of the vote, leaving 
Labour trailing well behind. Her 
victory came against the backdrop of 
the “grooming” scandal which the BNP 
turned into a race issue. It was assisted 
by the public silence from the other 
parties on the subject. 

Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, hoped 
to exploit the “grooming” issue further 
when he stood in Keighley in last year’s 


Result: Keighlley West 


Name 

Angela Sinfield 
lanDawson _ 
Lionel Lockley 


Victoria Salmons LibDem 


general election but by now 
Searchlight, the local TUC and 
Keighley Labour Party had changed 
tack. The “grooming” issue was tackled 
head-on when Searchlight carried a two- 
page interview with Angela Sinfeld, the 
mother of a young girl who was abused 
by several men. 

Angela had led the mothers’ 
campaign to change the law over the 
issue. She publicly denounced the BNP 
for exploiting the mothers and 
daughters in the same way as the 
abusers themselves. 

When Clarke resigned as a councillor 
there was only one person who could 
defeat the BNP — Angela Sinfeld. She 
campaigned on her own record and the 
strong voice she would give the local 
community. 

In contrast the BNP picked Ian 
Dawson, the party’s North Yorkshire 
group development officer and 
Scarborough branch organiser. He had 
got himself on the electoral register in 
Bradford shortly before Christmas 
obviously with the intention of 
standing in the local elections. 


Turnout 35% 
Votes % 


1,819 48 
1,216 31 
627 16 
208 5 


Party 

_ Labour 
BNP 
Conservative 


Co-ordinated campaign 

From the outset, the campaign was co- 
ordinated by the Labour Party and 
Bradford TUC. Amicus gave special 
assistance by providing activists 
throughout the campaign. 

Every house was canvassed and on 
election day dozens of activists from 
across Bradford knocked up and 
telephoned voters. 

It was clear that Angela had strong 
personal support, particularly among 
women. 

However, what really won the election 
was the two years’ hard work put in on the 
estates of Keighley West. Ever since the 
BNP breakthrough in 2004 Bradford 
TUC had prioritised community work in 
the area. 

They provided practical assistance to 
local community centres, leafleted the 


estates on a regular basis and 
continually highlighted the empty 
promises of the BNP. 


Many people who had voted BNP in 
2004 now switched back. “I voted BNP 
last time but what have they actually 
done for us?” one voter told Searchlight. 


May elections 

Calling the by-election in March was 
always going to be a gamble. A BNP 
victory would have set the party up for 
a major challenge across Bradford and 
West Yorkshire on 4 May. By contrast, a 
BNP defeat would give anti-BNP 
forces a great boost. 

Some within the Labour Party 
canvassed against calling the election 
but the local party and Bradford 
TUC had confidence in their hard 
work since 2004. 

The gamble paid off. 

There is still a lot to do in the run-up 
to 4 May and a BNP vote of 1,216 is 
alarmingly high. However, this election, 
coupled with the Goresbrook (Barking 
& Dagenham) by-election last summer, 
has shown that the BNP can be 
defeated in its heartlands. 

A strong campaign, long-term 
community politics, addressing the 
tough issues and having an excellent 
local candidate can result in hope 
winning over hate. ~= 


room 


The seventh two-day conference of 
American Renaissance took place at 
the plush Hyatt Dulles Hotel in’ 
Herndon, Virginia, just outside 
Washington DC, on — t 
24-26 February 2006. fe 


David Williams reports from 
inside the event. 


Altogether now: Nick Griffin, BNP leader (third from 
right) and friends including Klansmen Don Black 
(far left) and David Duke (fourth from left) 


or the past 12 years Jared Taylor, 

editor of American Renaissance, 

which is published by his 

New Century Foundation from 
Oakton, Virginia, has sponsored a series 
of biennial conferences the first of 
which ‘took place in 1994 in Atlanta, 
Georgia with a hundred people. 
American Renaissance is a pseudo- 
scientific racist magazine, which uses 
IQ tests and eugenics to promote the 
“clear conception of the United States as 
a nation ruled by and for whites”. 
Taylor’s dogged determination to 
“concentrate on what unites” and to 
“expand the consciousness of race” drew 
a large crowd, approximately 300, a 
record number of racists though they 
preferred the term “white preservation- 
ists,” who sat and listened to speeches 
centred on the theme of “The Global 
Crisis: Perspectives from Europe, 
Africa, and Australia”. In keeping with 
its global perspective this year’s 
conference had a truly international 
flavour with speakers including 
Nick Griffin and Derek Turner from 
England, Professor Andrew Fraser 
(Australia), Professor Philippe Rushton 
(Canada), Dr Dan Roodt (South 
Africa), Dr Guillaume Faye (France) 
and Sam Dickson (America). 

But it was not only the keynote 
speakers who were of interest. The list of 
those attending this year’s conference 
read like a veritable “who's who” of 
American white supremacy. Particularly 
prominent among the attendees were the 
contingent from Stormfront.org, the 
world’s largest white supremacist website 
— slogan “white pride, world wide” — run 
by the former Alabama Klansman Don 
Black, who in 1981 tried to invade the 
island of Dominica and set up a white 
supremacist state. The venture failed and 
Black was jailed for three years. 

Black and his son together with 
Jamie Kelso all flew in from Florida. 
Many other members of Stormfront 
were allowed by Taylor to attend using 
false identities (although, as Searchlight 
did not exactly advertise its presence it 
would be rather churlish to dwell on this 
point). Indeed Stormfront activists 
accounted for as many as one sixth of 
the delegates. Stormfront claims to have 
been instrumental in obtaining Griffin, 
the leader of the British National Party, 
as a speaker for the conference. 

Several prominent leaders of the 
rightwing “grassroots” Council of 
Conservative Citizens (CofCC) were 
present including Gordon Baum, chain- 
smoking throughout, Sam Dickson, a 
retired attorney and the conference’s 
closing speaker, and Joel T. LeFevre, 
editor of Citizens Informer, who played a 
major role in organising the event. As 


Taylor himself put it in his opening 
remarks, the CofCC was a “lynchpin” 
co-ordinating the activities of a plethora 
of organisations. He didn't mention, 
however, that the organisation is a direct 
descendent of the White Citizens’ 
Council which fought a rearguard 
action against civil rights in the 1950s. 

John Brimelow (twin brother of Peter 
Brimelow, author of the influential anti- 
immigration tract Alien Nation) who 
runs the popular VDARE.com website 
attended and was observed cloistered in 
the atrium consorting with Black and his 
cohorts. A controversial figure for some 
within the American Renaissance milieu, 
David Duke, former Grand Wizard of 
the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan (who 
was succeeded by Black), was there as 
were the far-right radio talk show host 
Hal Turner, Mark Weber, director of the 
California-based Holocaust denial outfit 
the Institute for Historical Review 
(IHR), Kevin Strom of National 
Vanguard and David Pringle, both 
former members of the neo-Nazi 
National Alliance. There was also a large 
contingent of Canadians led by Paul 
Fromm of the Canada First Immigration 
Reform Committee. Fromm is a friend 
of the Holocaust deniers Lady Michelle 
Renouf and Ernst Ziindel who, much to 
Fromm’s annoyance, is currently on trial 
in Germany. 

Although a few _ independent 
journalists were present the Hyatt 
Dulles Hotel officially barred the media 
from the conference, though Taylor 
managed eventually to persuade them 
to overturn this injunction. A technical 
team from Stormfront.org were 
producing a DVD of the proceedings 
while the libertarian filmmaker Curt 
Warren was filming a documentary for 
the Public Broadcasting Service on 
“race and immigration”. Those who did 
not want to appear or be interviewed 
were enjoined to move to the top left of 
the hall out of camera shot. 

Outside the conference there was 
publicity of a less welcome kind in the 
form of a small picket of anti-fascist 
protesters from several organisations 
including the One Nation Project. 
They were kept at a safe distance by the 
Fairfax County Sheriff’s office until the 
Sunday when the protesters managed to 
make themselves heard outside the 
conference itself. Many residents were 
particularly concerned about the 
conference because of the recent activities 
of the Minutemen Project, a local 
offshoot of a national anti-immigration 
organisation, which is monitoring 
employers who use immigrant labourers 
from a government sanctioned centre. 

On the first day of the conference 
delegates assembled in the chandeliered 


All dressed up and nowhere to go: 
David Duke in London 


Concord conference room at nine 
oclock ready for the opening speech by 
Griffin, who had _ flown into 
Washington with his wife Jackie, Mark 
Collett, Griffin's co-defendant at the 
trial at Leeds Crown Court earlier this 
year, BNP heavies Raymond Heath and 
John Powell, and Leeds BNP organiser 
Martin Reynolds. This was not the first 
time Griffin had addressed an American 
Renaissance conference. In 2002 he 
spoke on “Nationalist Movements 
and the Crisis of the Liberal Elite”. 
This time round, fresh from his trial in 
Leeds, Griffin regaled the packed room 
with a 45-minute speech entitled 
“What is left of free speech in Britain’. 

In his attack on the “bastardised, 
mongrelised democracy” of Britain that 
had tried to deprive him of his 
“free speech” Griffin told his audience 
“we have had enough of this ghastly 
multiracial experiment that has been 
forced upon us’. His conclusion was 
stark: “people are going to be killed before 
we de-Islamify Europe”. Given the 
publicity surrounding Griffin’s trial one 
might have expected him to receive a 
more ecstatic response. However some 
delegates appeared completely ignorant 
of the BNP, and despite plenty of polite 
applause a good proportion of the 
audience remained seated. During ques- 
tion time Griffin, brazenly courting 
publicity, claimed that if his speech were 
shown in Britain, “I could be prosecuted”. 


After Griffin’s speech Collett 


trundled around the room with copies 
of the glossy brochure of Civil Liberty, 
the “civil rights” organisation run by the 
BNP organiser Kevin Scott. Thereafter 
the Griffins, Collett and company sat 
throughout the proceedings listening 
attentively from the front row. 

Having fulfilled his speaking 
engagement Griffin was free to begin 
networking which, let’s face it, is real 
the point of almost any conference. 
Over lunch he stood chatting at the bar, 
standing a few drinks and inviting 
members of American Renaissance such 
as Frank Borzellieri, author of two 
racist books, The Unspoken Truth and 
Don't Take it Personally, to attend the 
BNP’s “Red White Blue” festival this 
year and speak to the party’s younger 
members. Collett for his part was 
extremely active mingling with the 
younger element at the conference, most 
of whom belonged to Stormfront. 
Over the course of the weekend Griffin 
also joined the Stormfront leadership 
headed by Black, and which included 
Strom and Duke, for a sightseeing tour 
that took in the National Air and Space 
Museum, the National Archives, the 
National Art Gallery, the Washington 
Monument and the Jefferson Memorial. 

At seven oclock on Saturday evening 
everyone sat down for dinner in the 


Concord room transformed for the 
delectation of delegates into a banquet 
hall. The international guests sat at the 
top left of the hall. Griffin shared a 
table with Taylor while Derek Turner 
and Adrian Davies sat with Duke. 
Throughout the conference food and 
wine flowed freely, served largely by 
black and Hispanic waiters who must 
have been secretly seething that these 
diners believed that this subservient 
role was all they were good for. 

The after dinner speech was delivered 
by Rushton, Professor of Psychology at 
the University of Western Ontario, 
Canada, and currently the president of 
the Pioneer Fund, founded in 1937 for 
the “racial betterment” of the white race 
by funding spurious racial science 
projects dedicated to proving its genetic 
superiority. The Pioneer Fund has made 
a series of large financial grants to 
Taylor’s own New Century Foundation, 
the company behind American Renais- 
sance. Rushton’s speech, replete with 
slides, on “New Research on Socio- 
biology” was dedicated to proving that 
IQ tests showed blacks to be genetically 
inferior to whites, though his imputation 
that on “average” Asians might have a 
higher IQ than whites left more than one 
diner at our table with a bitter taste in the 
mouth after an otherwise pleasant meal. 


Derek Turner, editor of the British 
rightwing conservative magazine Right 
Now! opened Sunday’s proceedings 
with a speech entitled: “The Island 
Race Debate: Britain Since the London 
Bombings”. It was far better received 
than Griffin’s effort the previous day, in 
part because of his less ponderous 
delivery. Turner was accompanied 
throughout the proceedings by 
Davies, the rightwing barrister and 
leader of the Freedom Party, who 
remained strangely quiet throughout 
the weekend. Turner and his wife later 
departed for a holiday in the 
Shenandoah Valley. 

The conference threw into stark relief 
the increasing synergy between British 
and American racists. Those who had 
tired of the speeches or merely wished 
to stretch their legs could peruse the 
stalls at the back of the hall, many of 
which were giving away mountains of 
free literature. One of the first we 
encountered was the Occidental Quarterly 
stall run by James Russell, a member of 
its editorial board. Also on Occidental 
Quarterly’s board are Derek ‘Turner and 
the controversial Leeds university don 
Frank Ellis. Coincidentally the stall 
next to Russell was that of Washington 
Summit Publishers (WSP) run by yet 


another Occidental Quarterly editorial 


To the embarrassment of Leeds University Ellis again hit the headlines in March, with 


Frank Ellis 


FOR ONE delegate in particular the conference 

ended on a bum note. Michael Regan’s employer 

dismissed him from his post as an. assistant 

district attorney with the Allegany County 

__ District Attorney's Office in New York following an 

| investigation. Regan is also an adjunct professor 

at the Alfred University College of Business and at 

the time of writing was waiting to hear whether he would be retained in that position. 

Meanwhile, a little nearer to home another friend of American Renaissance and 
Occidental Quarterly, Dr Frank Ellis of the School of Russian and Slavonic Studies at Leeds 
University, found himselfin a similar predicament following an forthright interview with 
Leeds Student, in which he stated his belief that multiculturalism was“an intellectual and 
moral fraud” enforced by “Soviet style legislation’ Ellis did not confine his remarks to 
denouncing the supposedly scientifically proven inferiority of ethnic communities. 
He was particularly vehement in his denunciation of homosexuality — the“mechanics of 
buggery” — as well as feminism, claiming that “all the great discoveries in science have 
all been made by men” Both are “corroding” Britain as far as Ellis is concerned. 

Ellis, who describes himself as“an unrepentant Powellite” though he finds the BNP “a 
bit too socialist” for his taste, is a regular contributor to both Right Now! and Salisbury 
Review, an ultra-conservative quarterly. His views caused a furore in 2000 when he 
addressed the American Renaissance conference on “Racial Hysteria in Britain’, attacking 
the Macpherson report, the inquiry into the botched investigation conducted by the 
Metropolitan Police into the racist murder of Stephen Lawrence. Ellis later dismissed the 
racist abuse Lawrence faced before his death as evidence of “racist intent”! 

Ellis also expressed his “unbounded admiration for” Jared Taylor not to mention 
Philippe Rushton (who gave the key note speech at this year’s American Renaissance 
conference) and their assault on the notion of racial equality. In another article published 
on the internet Ellis stated that: “it is considered politically incorrect to say so, but were 
one to take the ‘white’ and the’male’out of science and technology, one would have no 
science, just witchcraft, third world squalor, misery and mega-incompetence’. 


coverage in The Guardian and The Daily Telegraph not to mention the regional press, 
none of it favourable. He was also the subject of a Radio Five interview and phone-in 
with Victoria Derbyshire, in which he defended the concept of genetic inferiority, 
praised The Bell Curve, a quasi-scientific creed written by Richard Herrenstein and 
Charles Murray in 1996 based on discredited sources including Mankind Quarterly, 
aimed at proving the intellectual inferiority of ethnic minorities. Asked if he was “racist” 
Ellis replied “it depends what you mean by racist’ — no doubt believing that his views 
were based on sound scientific evidence — before claiming that the use of the word 
“racist” was “a racist slur in itself” designed to silence him. He denied, however, that he 
discriminated against individual students on account of race. Asked directly, he 
responded, “No, good Lord no” In the face of pressure from the “ridiculous students 
union” at Leeds Ellis stated boldly that he had “no intention of withdrawing any of my 
views whatsoever’. 

The university was initially reluctant to act. A spokeswoman described Ellis's views as 
“abhorrent to the overwhelming majority of our staff and students’, but indicated that 
there was no evidence that he had treated “students or colleagues in a prejudicial of 
discriminatory manner’. Leeds University Union (LUU) issued a statement saying they 
were“‘horrified” by Ellis's views which have no place on a multicultural university campus 
where, “all of our students have a right to study in an environment free from racism and 
discrimination and to be judged on their academic performance not the prejudices of 
their tutor’’ 

Students threatened to picket Ellis’s lectures and organised a petition demanding his 
dismissal. LUU, backed by Unite Against Fascism, the National Union of Students and the 
Association of University Teachers, staged a rally outside the Michael Sadler building on 
16 March attended by around 200 students and staff, calling for Ellis to be sacked. 

In an about-turn on 23 March the university suspended Ellis and announced that it 
was launching formal disciplinary proceedings against him. Roger Gair, the university 
secretary, said: “Given the seriousness of the issues, the vice-chancellor, Professor 
Michael Arthur, has decided to suspend Dr Ellis from his duties while the disciplinary 
process is under way’, which could take several months. This the first time a university 
has faced such a high profile case since the Race Relations (Amendment) Act came into 
force in 2002. The legislation requires universities to promote racial equality. 


board member, Louis Andrews of 
Augusta, Georgia. It is Andrews who 
‘ manages the American distribution of 
Right Now!. WSP publishes Race 
Differences in Intelligence by Richard 
Lynn, emeritus professor at the 
University of Ulster, who like Taylor is a 
recipient of Pioneer Fund grants. WSP 
also reprints “classic” Aryan and eugenic 
tracts including a homily to the 
antisemitic philosopher Count de 
Gobineau as a pioneer of genetics. 

Other stalls included those run by 
Joe Sobran, who was fired from his job 
as senior editor of the National Review 
in 1993 on account of his antisemitism, 
and Social Contract Press whose 
journal Social Contract is edited by 
Dr Wayne Lutton who sits alongside 
Taylor, Andrews, Russell and Derek 
Turner on the editorial board of 
Occidental Quarterly. Social Contract 
Press also publishes The Camp of Saints 
by Jean Raspail, an apocalyptic vision 
of immigration peddled in this country 
by Right Now! 

Perhaps the largest stall belonged 
to Light in the Darkness (LID) 
Publications run by J. Forrest Sharpe. 
LID is an imprint of the IHS Press 
founded in September 2001 “to bring 
back into print the classics of last century 
on the Social Teachings of the Catholic 
Church”, many of which are distributed 
in Britain by the International Third 
Position organisation. Also present was 
“Patriotic Flags” based in Charleston, 
whose catalogue includes numerous 
Nazi standards and neo-Confederate 
flags dedicated to Nathan Bedford 
Forrest, first Grand Wizard of the 
KKK in 1867. The Canadian stall 
disseminated mountains of reprints of 
old racial science and eugenic tracts 
originally published in the 1960s and, 
as one might expect at such a 
conclave, other publications bandied 
about included Stormfront’s European 
American, the American Free Press edited 


by former Liberty Lobby luminary Jim 


Tucker and The Truth At Last, the hoary 
old antisemitic rag edited by Dr Edward 
Fields, chiropodist and unabashed white 
supremacist, who was guest of honour at 
a dinner staged by the Friends of Oswald 


Mosley last time he was in London. 


Hart Attack 

The “Jewish Question” was, noted one 
attendee, “always present in the thinking 
of those I met, either at the forefront of 
our conversation or just below the 
surface”. Indeed Griffin “made reference 
to it several times” during the course of 
dinner with several American activists 
on Friday night. However, it came very 
publicly to the fore on Saturday 
afternoon and has generally dominated 
discussion of the conference on 
white nationalist websites since then. 
Dr Guillaume Faye, one of France’s most 
prolific nouvelle droite (new right) figures, 
who was fined 300,000 francs (430,000) 
in 2000 for inciting racial hatred, had just 
finished a speech on “The Threat to the 
West”, in which he had hailed last year’s 
French riots as a vital precursor to the 
explosion of “ethnic civil war” which 
alone would “wake up white racial 
consciousness”. After thanking him for a 
speech which had “stirred our genes” 
Duke, whose charisma appears to have 
been surgically enhanced of late, asked 
Faye if there weren't a more insidious 
threat to the West than Islam? “Tell us 
what it is” came a call from the back of 
the room. “I’m not going to say,” said a 
coy Duke to rising laughter. 

Martin Hart, a squat right- 
wing Jewish astrophysicist who has 
attended all the American Renaissance 
conferences since 1996, took umbrage 
to this, not least because he had only 
just reassured Hershel Elias, a new 
initiate to the American Renaissance 
circuit from Philadelphia, that 
although the conference was “infiltrated 
by Nazis and Holocaust deniers” this 
should not detract from his enjoyment 


of the gathering. “You fucking Nazi, 


Hands across the ocean: 
American Renaissance editor 
Jared Taylor and Nick Griffin 


youve disgraced this meeting,” Hart 
shouted at Duke before storming out of 
the hall followed by boos and catcalls. 
As one can tell from a glance at the 
Stormfront forums Hart appears to 
have woefully misjudged the audience! 

The incident underlined a_ basic 
tension on the American far right. 
LeFevre led the chorus of disapproval 
from the American Renaissance side 
accusing Duke of “shameless grand- 
standing” and “leeching off the efforts 
of others”. A far more vocal barrage of 
support led by Stormfront was livid 
that Taylor had allowed a Jew into a 
white nationalist meeting in the first 
place let alone let him “insult” Duke. 
If Duke found the “Nazi” epithet 
insulting one can only wonder how he 
felt if he read the recent article by 
the self-styled BNP “Legal Eagle”, 
Lee Barnes, which accused him of 
being a tool of the Jews for visiting 
Syria. Duke can’t win it would seem. 

Sarcasm aside the dispute between 
Duke and Hart highlights the uneasy 
alliance between the socially con- 
servative “race realists” such as Taylor 
and Baum, who believe antisemitism 
detracts from the real task of opposing 
immigration, and the hardline 
antisemites gathered around Stormfront 
for whom antisemitism is ‘he issue. 
Indeed Stormfront, although generally 
supportive, regards American Renaissance 
as a “soft core” organisation, useful 
because its broader appeal on race and 
immigration issues enables it to function 
as “an entry level portal for those still 
learning the racial basics” and for that 
reason “it has value”. The verbal fracas 
and its fallout reveal just how unstable 
are the foundations upon which Taylor 
is trying to build his coalition. 

Despite this tumult the conference 
closed on a quiet note as Dickson 
delivered a eulogy for his fellow CofCC 
member Dr Sam Francis, a mainstay 
of previous American Renaissance 
conferences, who died unexpectedly in 
February 2005, aged 57. Francis was a 
prize winning syndicated columnist 
fired from his editorship of The 
Washington Times in 1995 because, in 
the words of one colleague, through his 
racist diatribes against immigration he 
had come to “embody the new white 
bigotry”. It was noticeable that his 
admirers raised funds at the conference 
to publish a collection of his writings. 
Dickson also praised American Renais- 
sance for providing “therapy” and 
“leadership” which was responsible for 
“putting whites in touch with their 
feelings”. And just what were those 
feelings? Racial hatred albeit expressed 
from behind the veneer of pseudo- 
scientific racist scholarship by portly 
middle-aged men in suits and ties. ~< 
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By Matthew Collins 


attended my first political meeting 

some 19 years ago. To say last 

month that I had come full 

circle, standing at the gates 
of Auschwitz-Birkenau as a visitor 
accompanying school children and 
MPs, is no exaggeration. 

The infamous Nazi slogan above the 
gates of Auschwitz “Arbeit Macht Frei” 
(work sets you free) was familiar to me. 
I had often heard it when I volunteered 
as an impressionable young man in the 
offices of the British National Party in 
Welling, south London. 

During this period in the late 1980s 
and early 1990s the BNP’s office staff 
went about their daily business, often 
excitedly like naughty school children, 
revelling in the notoriety of their 
Holocaust denial sheet, Holocaust News. 
The Nazi camps such as Auschwitz- 
Birkenau and Belsen were treated not as 
far-off places from distant history, but 
things to be ridiculed with what I later 
came to understand as vile and often 
wretched humour, in an attempt to 
besmirch the awful memory and the 
knowledge and understanding of what 
happened there. 

One of the first things for us visitors 
to understand was why is it important 
that we go there, some 60 years after the 
camps were liberated and now that so 
many of those who suffered so greatly 
have passed away. 

As a young man who steadfastly 
believed the propaganda of the BNP, 
the National Front and David Irving, 
I believed passionately that these places 
were at worst work camps, admittedly 
riddled with TB and cholera, but by no 
means the scene of a programme of 
extermination as described by “Zionist 
liars” to discredit my warped sense of 
national pride and identity. 

Later, when believing and propagating 
such difficult lies became too much 
to bear, even a potential hindrance, 
I consoled myself, along with many 
others in the BNP and NF, that others 
would be more easily persuaded by our 
faux history texts and speeches, and that 


it was necessary to continue telling 
these lies and to get others to believe our 
lies, and that if they could not be 
convinced by us either, then at least 
they should understand why these lies 
were necessary. 

No image, no testimony or memory 
of what Nazism did and what its 
continued supporters want to do, can be 
separated from the sort of propaganda 
the BNP will be putting out in this 
May’s council elections in England. 
The patriotic splendour of the swastika 
substituted with our own national 
flag and the simplicities of bigotry and 
intolerance attributed to an already 
difficult and challenging political 
theatre are all too easily swallowed if we 
are not constantly alert to them. 

One of the most startling and 
challenging pieces of anti-fascist 
propaganda during my time as a 
teenage nazi was the picture of those 
people, some already liberated, still 
waiting to die, and the slogan 
“Never Again’. 

This May of course the BNP will 
present itself, as it has for a while now, 
as a smarter and more coherent political 


party than the old BNP. Perhaps some 


i 


of its policies, despite its dangerous 
analyses, will resonate with people who 
would ordinarily have absolutely no 
truck with fascism and Nazism. All too 
often, people who even proclaim not to 
be racist are sometimes open enough on 
the doorstep to say they are voting for 
the BNP. ; 
And this is why it is important to 
visit and remember the death camps. 
To stand knee deep in snow and mud 
in unimaginably low temperatures in 
the vast and desolate killing fields of 
Auschwitz-Birkenau, where people 
were worked and starved, beaten, 
tortured and dehumanised before 


“jt isnot only the extreme 
«sends shivers down the spi 
place where racism a 
their ultimate evil, 


sequences 


joining the millions of others in what 
must have been in the end the relief of 
final and ever-lasting death. 

It is important to see the remains of 
those countless wretched lives still piled 
high. For some, their hair or their shoes 
remain as a testament that, when the 
machinery of Nazism was failing all 
around them, the Nazis still continued 
to murder, gas and butcher people, 
right up until the last possible moment. 
Even children, ripped from their 
mother’s arms, were not spared the 
dying clutches of Nazism. . 

It is imperative as well that we view 
the thousands of suitcases, with people’s 
names on them, the names of the dead, 
who believed they were to be resettled 
not butchered. There is heartbreak in 
the photographs of those blank, empty 
faces with shaven heads that stare out 
from the walls from a time when the 
Nazis recorded what they had done and 
who these people once were. 

Some years ago the BNP dropped 
its compulsory repatriation policy. 
It even accepted a Jewish member. 
Some liberals saw this as an indication 
that the BNP could no longer, even 
among themselves, be sure of exactly 


who the “British” they represented were. 
A BBC documentary, The Lost Race, 
which both Nick Griffin, the party 
chairman, and John Tyndall, its former 
chairman and founder, graced with 
their participation, could not persuade 
either of them, in particular Tyndall, to 
say for certain who would be allowed 
to stay and who would have to go. 
Tyndall, a lifelong and unashamed nazi, 
refused to be drawn on the question to 
the point of exasperation. Moments 
earlier he had been quoted, and 
admitted, describing the Jews as 
“maggots” feeding on the “corpse of the 
white race”. 


The reality was, of course, that like ~ 


for those many people who left their 
homes in Europe and packed often 
meagre possessions, the awful truth of 
what awaited people under the BNP 
was far too shocking for even the 
BNP to admit or ask its growing 
membership to contemplate. 

In dropping its compulsory 
repatriation policy, the BNP admitted 
that British people would not accept a 
repeat of the horror of people being put 
onto buses and trains and “resettled” 
elsewhere. For no matter how hard it 
had tried, the BNP just could not 
persuade enough voters that six million 
Jews did not die at the hands of the 


Nazis, nor would others die at the 
hands of a BNP government. 

At Auschwitz, many of the young 
students wrapped heavily in coats and 
scarves moved in an absolute and swift 
silence around the camp, contemplating 
as they went the enormity and the 
severity of what Nazi ideology leads to. 
They stared at those lost faces in the 
photographs, of those of similar ages, 
robbed of all innocence. 

In this election and like the many 
others past and to come in the future, 
the BNP continues to be the heir of 
Nazism. While we must become more 
relevant in our arguments and policies 
in tackling the BNP, 60 years on we 
must also be aware that the BNP 
still belittles and denies the Holocaust. 
Its deputy leader, Simon Darby, tried to 
sidestep the issue on television recently, 
and the BNP still sells its own updated 
volumes of antisemitic works. 

Elsewhere, the BNP engages itself in 
disputes between new and migrant 
communities as it continues to fan the 
flames of hatred. Leaving Birkenau 
in the early evening up to our knees in 
snow we walked in the dark in silence, 
along the very rail tracks that had 
delivered so many people to their deaths 
60 years before. “Never Again” was still 
very apt. ~—= 


By David Williams 


ONE OF DAVID CAMERON'S 
first acts as the new leader of the 
Conservative Party was to taunt Tony 
Blair that “he was the future once” and 
attack him for being “stuck in the past”. 
And yet Cameron's fervent attempts to 
distance the Conservative Party from 
its own recent past and portray himself 
as the natural heir to the New Labour 
mantle has potentially set him on a 
collision course with the right wing of 
his own party. 

The elevation of Cameron, MP for 
Whitney, Oxfordshire, to the leadership 
of the Conservative Party in December 
2005 was heralded by the rightwing 
press as just the tonic to fortify the 
Conservatives for their return to 
power. Despite his relative political 
inexperience — he has been an MP for 
barely five years — Cameron, a former 
Carlton Communications executive, 
understands perfectly well the power of 
the marketing machine and its ability 
to form opinion and change public 
perceptions. 

The perception of the Conservatives 
as the “nasty party”, overly preoccupied 
with immigration, tax cuts and 
opposition to the European Union, 
has condemned the party, Cameron 
believes, to “irrelevance, defeat and 
failure”. Thus, in order to save the party 
from further electoral humiliation, 
Cameron has promised to resist the 
“powerful gravitational pull” of the 
right in order, as he recently told 
The Spectator, to fashion “a completely 
new party”. Fundamental to this is 
Cameron’s decision to fight and 
defeat New Labour not on traditional 
Conservative issues but on the centre 
ground of British politics by recapturing 
the votes of Middle England. 

Part of his short-term presentational 
strategy for mid-term electoral gain has 
been apparent in Cameron's attempts to 
cast the Conservatives as the natural 
home for the “classic liberal” coupled 
with a strong emphasis on the “liberal 
values” of environmentalism, localism 
and deregulation, not to mention the 


appointment of figures such as Bob 
Geldof and Zac Goldsmith, in a bid to 
win support particularly from youthful 
supporters of Menzies Campbell’s 
Liberal Democrat party. His recent 
assault on the principle of the 
Royal prerogative, which permits the 
government to govern, making 
decisions without consulting the House 
of Commons, might indeed be 
interpreted, as it was by The Daily 
Telegraph, as “a blatant sop to the 
anti-war brigade”. It also glosses 
over Cameron's own support for an 
increasingly unpopular war in Iraq. 

In the short term Cameron's strategy 
appears to have paid off. The 
Conservatives have been deluged with 
new members — 16,000 in the first 
month of Cameron's leadership alone — 
raising the overall total to 290,000 
members at a time when Labour Party 
membership has slumped to below 
200,000 and the Liberal Democrat 
membership is estimated at 70,000. 
According to The Spectator, Lord Harris 
recently pledged to raise £100 million 
to put Cameron into Downing Street. 

Although Cameron’s ideological 
overhaul has the enthusiastic endorse- 
ment of large sections of the media, not 
to mention his predecessor Michael 
Howard, others have been less ecstatic. 


Simon Heffer, a Daily Telegraph 


columnist and biographer of Enoch 


Powell, fired an early shot across the 
bows in January in a widely read article 
which railed against the “shock and 
awe” tactics of the “Labour-lite Tories” 
which, Heffer warned, would only serve 
to alienate those people “who have 
backed the party through thick and thin 
over the past 25 years or so”. Asked to 
choose “between a real social dem- 
ocratic party and a recent imitation of 
one”, Heffer had little doubt that the 
electorate would vote for Labour rather 
than the superficiality of Cameron's 
revamped Conservatives. 

The rumblings of discontent on the 
right gathered pace throughout 
the spring. Media mogul Rupert 


Murdoch, the spread-betting tycoon 
and influential Conservative financial 
backer Stewart Wheeler not to mention 
Lord Tebbit, a figurehead for tradition- 
alist Conservatives, all expressed their 
profound misgivings as did the 
Thatcherite No Turning Back group. 
Tebbit in particular warned that if 
Cameron continued to trample over the 
core beliefs of its traditional supporters 
they might leave the party in droves. 

Cameron is impervious to such 
criticism, however. “Make no mistake, 
I will stick to this path,” he 
recently assured The Daily Telegraph. 
This commitment was _ reinforced 
shortly afterwards with the publication of 
Built to Last, a statement of modern 
Conservative principles which Cameron 
hopes will be endorsed at this year's 
conference in October, giving him 
a mandate for his “compassionate 
conservatism” while flushing out his 
critics. Many were prepared to back 
Cameron when they thought his 
“modernisation” was a case of style 
over substance prefacing a sharp swing to 
the right as has traditionally been the 
case in the past. They are not so certain 
any more. 

As yet much of this profound 
discontent remains inchoate but it is 
perhaps worth sampling the reaction of 
the Conservative ultra right in order to 
gauge the political temperature. On the 
farther shores of the Conservative 
right Cameron’s election generated 
even more hostility. Pondering its 
implications Derek Turner, the editor of 
the rightwing conservative magazine 
Right Now!, lamented that the 
“modernisation” of the party was part 
and parcel of an attempt to recalibrate 
the party, making it more appealing to 
the ethnic minority vote, and thus 
representative of every community 
except “tax-paying, respectable, socially 
conservative indigenous Britons”. 
Turner also reproved Cameron for 
having persuaded himself that previous 
incumbents had lost general elections 
because they were “rightwing” when 


David Cameron 


instead he should reassert the centrality 


of issues such as crime and 
immigration, which “still do have 
massive resonance”. 

Still Turner was prepared to judge 
Cameron on his deeds rather than his 
words. “Politicians sometimes have to 
sail under false flags, and their 
actions are what counts — but so far it 
has to be said that the Camer-omens 
are not propitious for Conservatives”. 
Indeed those listening to Turner’s 
address to the London Swinton 
Circle (LSC) on 26 January were left 
in no doubt that the “non- 
Conservative Party” was “so far down 
the slippery liberal-left slope” as to be 
beyond redemption. 

Former Monday Club chairman Sam 
Swerling was even more damning. 
“I profoundly hope he fails,” wrote 
Swerling of Cameron’s determination 
to move the Conservatives in a more 


socially liberal direction. No doubt 


conscious of the poverty’ of 
British Conservative life compared 
with Republican America, Swerling 
sees only further intellectual im- 
poverishment under Cameron, who has 
no cognisance of Britain as “our 
ancestral homeland” let alone “of the 
great Tory philosophers, scholars or 
writers who have contributed so much 
to Conservative thought down the 


years — of Burke, Disraeli, Joseph 
~ Chamberlain, T S Elliot?” 


Continuing on the offensive Swerling 
pilloried Cameron for his failure to 


oppose Blair’s signing of the new EU 
budget or the contentious issue of the 
rebate. Indeed, Cameron’s positive 
comments regarding immigration, his 
backing for the war in Iraq, his 
elevation of figures widely despised by 
the right wing of the party such as 
Francis Maude and Theresa May, 
“positive discrimination” favouring 
ethnic and female “priority lists” 
for candidates, his backing for 
Oliver Letwin’s “Marxist” wealth 
redistribution scheme, not to 
mention his appointment of Bob 
Geldof as an adviser on global 
poverty, were all signs to 
Swerling that, “the 
Conservative Party has 
decided effectively to 
abolish itself”. 

The majority of the 
80 or so LSC members 
appear to have backed 
Cameron's rival, David 
Davies, during the election 
contest despite “considerable doubts” 
about “what the Conservative Party truly 
stands for”. One thing was clear to the 
LSC, however. Cameron’s victory means 
that, “the Party will no longer stand for 
the principle of caring about the moral 
condition of the people — a major breach 
with traditional principles”. This concern 
was echoed almost word for word by 
Allan Robertson, editor of Tough Talking 
from the Right, who fears that even if 
Cameron's “Red Tories” do win the next 
general election, by repositioning 
themselves in the “mushy centre” the 
result will be nothing less than the 
complete collapse of British society. 

The Conservative Monday Club 
greeted Cameron's election as party 
leader with a muted “half clap” though 
they wished him all the best as the new 
party leader. The Conservative 
Democratic Alliance (CDA), formed in 
2001 in reaction to Iain Duncan 
Smith’s attempted purge of the right 
wing and which has since become a 
home for those profoundly 
disillusioned by the Monday Club’s 
effective demise, was less generous. 
CDA leader Michael Smith’s derision 
for that “slimy little creep” David 
“Shameron” is almost boundless. 
Comparing him to a “snake-oil 
salesman” peddling a vacuous miracle 
cure, “the novelty of this shabby little 
huckster is already wearing thin,” 
declares Smith. “He’s fast approaching 
his sell-by date.” Smith regards 
Cameron's bid to reposition the party 
on the centre ground as little more than 
a superficial “publicity stunt” that “is 
already flagging” because it lacks any of 


the fundamental political and structural 
reforms that underpinned the rise of 
New Labour. 

Beyond the conservative ultra right 
fringe the British National Party 
(BNP) was similarly  ill-disposed 
towards “Tony Cameron” whose 
vision of “modern” Conservatism was 
“extremist liberalism littered with 
‘positive’ anti-white discrimination, 
globalist capitalism and _ greater 
participation in the EU”, all of which 
“signal the death knell for traditional 
Conservative thinking”. In common 
with the conservative far right the BNP 
believes that Cameron’s “Torylite” 
vision will sorely test the patience of 
loyal Conservatives leading to a further 
diminution in the party’s fortunes once 
the post-election euphoria has 
subsided. The BNP believes it will be 
the beneficiary of this collapse and aims 
to help the Conservatives on their way 
“to the political grave” by infiltrating 
ailing local Conservative Associations, 
“not to try and take it over, to turn it 
into a weapon for British survival, to 
bring commonsense back to Toryism or 
any such nonsense ... The aim, the only 
aim, of being involved with Cameron's 
Con-servative party is to help destroy it 
and clear the political space for 
something better.” 

So where does this all leave the 
Conservative Party? If one believes 
the Financial Times the potency of 
Cameron's “spell” is such that, “his 
abandonment as leader not merely of 
long-standing Tory policies but of 
deeply-rooted Tory ideas” evokes 
“rapture at best, acquiescence at worst, 
from those who adhere to them’. 
This being the case the Conservatives 
can afford to ignore these rumblings 
from the right. But Cameron's centrist 
drive represents a potentially dangerous 
gamble. With the two largest 
parties now fighting for what is 
effectively a small part of the political 
pie there is a serious risk of systemic 
disenfranchisement, particularly in the 
most deprived areas of the country, 
which face some of the most 
intractable social and economic 
problems and where often local 
political structures are bankrupt, 
providing fertile ground for the BNP. 
Rampant Islamophobia fuelled by the 
July bombings, the Danish cartoon 
furore, the conviction of the 
fundamentalist cleric Abu Hamza 
and the acquittal of Nick Griffin, the 
BNP leader, have allowed the BNP to 
reposition itself too — as the front line 
against Islam, militant or otherwise. 

Cameron’s realignment of 


the 


Conservative Party could yet have far- 
reaching consequences for British 
society, if not perhaps the ones he 
envisages. Much could depend on how 
he and his party managers handle it. 
Any failure to be suitably emollient in 
his approach towards core Conservative 
supporters, or assuming their support, 
risks alienating them, perhaps 
irrevocably, in much the same way as 
Blair disenfranchised a sizeable portion 
of the left wing of the Labour Party. 
If Cameron fails to win the next general 
election, which would indicate a 
more endemic malaise at the heart of 
British Conservatism, could he recoup 
his losses? Or would traditional 
Conservative supporters simply feel 
that they had reached the point of no 
return as far as the Conservative Party is 
concerned? Where would they go then? 

If Cameron’s “modernisation” 
creates a political vacuum on 
the right of British politics, a 
more profound transformation of 
the political landscape may occur. 
The UK Independence Party, which 
has ten MEPs but as yet no MPs, 
clearly sees this as its chance to make 
the running for the abandoned right 
wing. It recently announced its 
transformation from a “two-trick 
pony” into a party with broader 
appeal and specifically one that 
advocates a “flat tax” which it hopes 
will attract those potentially millions 
of Conservative voters appalled by 
Cameron’s refusal to rule out the 
possibility of tax rises. “We're parking 
our tanks on David Cameron’s 
abandoned lawn,” UKIP MEP Nigel 
Farage recently told the press. 

And then there is the BNP. 
Like the National Front in the 1970s, 
which grew in tandem with the 
exodus of Conservative dissidents 
appalled by Edward Heath's “liberal” 
Conservativism, pro-Europeanism 
and sacking of Enoch Powell, the 
BNP is on the sidelines ready to take 
pick off the disillusioned socially 
conservative and authoritarian 
supporters of the Conservative Party 
who can barely disguise their 
contempt for Cameron’s decision to 
shift the party to the left. Cameron 
may be unperturbed by these 
rumblings on the right but a recent 
poll by ICM and The Guardian 
appears to indicate that the 
honeymoon is well and truly over as 
the Conservatives slip three points 
behind Labour, which gained a 
further three points. Cameron's first 
100 days may have excited the 
media but there are signs that 
his modernisation is leaving many 
Conservative voters cold. What then 
for the Conservatives? ~= 
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Tens of thousands of demonstrators march 
through Paris in protest at the brutal killing of 
Ilan Halimi (inset). The murder has revived fears 


~ that antisemitism remains in French society 
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THE HORRIFIC murder of 23-year-old Ilan 
Halimi dominated much of February's 
news in France and not only because of 
the unspeakable violence and sadism 
that caused his death. What attracted 
attention was the strong allegation that 
the main motive for Halimi’s kidnap and 
assassination was antisemitism. 

In a country marked by deep insecurity 
and lacking social benchmarks, social 
strains tend to be viewed no longer in 
class terms but along “ethnic” or religious 
lines. This perception nourishes easy 
manipulation of issues that arise between 
these groups, whether to buy an uneasy 
social peace (as in the case of the State) or 
to gain influence — generally for various 
kinds of reactionary fundamentalism — 
within these communities. 

Halimi’s alleged killer, Youssouf Fofana, 
was born in 1980 in southern Paris, a 
black French citizen of Ivory Coast origin. 
His life followed an all-too-banal course. 
After an uneventful education in the 
“dead zone” suburbs which gave him no 
qualifications, he was soon in trouble 
with the law for thefts, sometimes violent, 
which put him in prison. 

Those who knew him before and after 
his incarceration noticed a change in his 
behaviour. Prison had reinforced 
his paranoia and resentment and his 
penchant for criminal activity. Neither 
reformed nor rehabilitated, he emerged 
from prison to reinvent himself as a 
racketeer and blackmailer, threatening 
various personalities (some of whom 
were Jewish) whom he supposed to be 
rich, sometimes even pretending 
to represent an armed _ Corsican 
independence group. 

Fofana gathered around him several 
equally impressionable young French 
girls and boys of various origins — white 
French, Portuguese, Comoran and 
Maghrebin. Some of them helped in the 
kidnap of Halimi, who worked in a mobile 
phone shop in a part of Paris where many 
Jewish people live, by luring him to a date 
with a gang member. 

After abducting him on 21 January, 
Halimi’s kidnappers sent a €400,000 
(£277,000) ransom demand by email and 
text message to his family, who had no 
money, and suggested that they “search 
the synagogues’ They then tried putting 
pressure on their victim's employer. 
The sum demanded was later reduced to 
€5,000, after which the gang broke off 
contact. Locked up with the complicity of 
a French apartment house manager, 
Halimi was stripped naked, manacled, 
gagged, burned, tortured and _ brutally 
beaten before being dumped in a wood. 
Twenty-three days after his abduction, he 
was found dying in a Paris suburb. 


Soon afterwards, police picked up 14 
people, ten of whom were suspected of 
the aggravating offence of antisemitism. 
Fofana had fled to the Ivory Coast on 
15 February but was extradited to France 
on 4 March. He has now admitted 
everything, except the murder. However, 
at least one of the other suspects has 
pointed the finger at him. 

This sordid case, starting with 
the discovery of Halimi’s body, 
understandably sparked a _ strong 
reaction in the Jewish community and 
the political world. That was when 
completely unfounded and particularly 
pernicious rumours started to circulate. 

Interior minister Nicolas Sarkozy led 
some of the speculation, publicly hinting 
that “instructions of a salafist (Algerian 
Islamist) character” had been found at the 
home of the kidnappers. This was to prove 
false, as undoubtedly will claims of a link 
between the “Gang of Barbarians’ as the 
kidnappers described themselves, and 
Muslim extremists. 

Fofana’s only god was money and his 
main motive robbery but wild and 
inflammatory rumours that turned the 
kidnappers, who were multiethnic and 
with no particular religious character, into 
an Arab Islamist gang have circulated in 
some parts of the Jewish community, 
together with accusations that the police 
are pro-Arab. The French police have an 
appalling history of antisemitism but to 
suggest that this makes them pro-Arab 
is ludicrous, especially in the light of 
the systematic anti-Arab racism and 
intimidation that characterises the usual 
practice of the French police and 
authorities. 

If Halimi’s abduction had = an 
“antisemitic” aspect, it rested exclusively 
on the crude, ignorant and near universal 
antisemitic canard that conflates Jews 
and money rather than owing anything 
to the kind of religious-ideological 
antisemitism specific to the Arab world or 
the extreme right-wing. 

The idea, in this case, of an unproven 
“Arab” or “black” antisemitism is doubly 
dangerous. On the one hand, it entertains 
the notion that antisemitism comes “from 
abroad’, on the other, it tends to ignore 
another, anti-Arab racism that is 
becoming widespread in the Jewish 
community. 

This explains why the extreme right — 
led by the National Front (FN) and 
Movement For France (MPF) — was able 
to clamber onto the issue. At the 
same time as loudly and dishonestly 
protesting their rejection of 
antisemitism, these compulsive racists 
also shrieked about the “Islamisation of 
French society” from which, they 


claimed, came antisemitic acts. 

This is why elected officials of the FN 
marched discreetly -— as_ individuals 
without banners — on the demonstration 
against racism and antisemitism that 
took place on 26 February in Paris, 
which gathered around 60,000 people 
including many government ministers. 
And although Philippe De Villiers, leader 
of the MPF, was excluded from the head 
of the procession, he was present at the 
synagogue ceremony in Halimi’s memory 
two days earlier together with all the 
other political personalities, right up to 
the President, without shocking anybody 
or facing removal. 

In addition, although there were few 
slogans on the demonstration, one that 
could be heard repeatedly was a call for 
return of the death penalty, sweet music 
to the ears of the FN. The far-right Jewish 
Defence League also had a strong 
presence. At least two passers-by were 
attacked because of the colour of their 
skin. Meanwhile, mirroring the fanatical 
ranting that characterises many Islamist 
gatherings, a few dozen excited 
youngsters howled lurid slogans of 
revenge at the end of the demonstration. 

The march of 26 February was an “anti- 
racist” demonstration of an entirely new 
kind — with a place for France’s most 
organised racists. 

The Representative Council of Jewish 
Institutions in France (CRIF), France's main 
Jewish organisation, initially invited all 
political parties, without excluding the 
noxiously antisemitic FN, to take part in 
the demonstration but later withdrew 
the invitation to the FN after 
remembering that its leader, Jean-Marie 
Le Pen, had a conviction for antisemitism. 

As for the participation of the racist 
MPF, that, it appears, was without 
problems. Guillaume Peltier, the MPF’s 
deputy leader, claimed he was in “daily 
contact with the CRIF" Peltier, a former 
leader of the violent fascist Young 
National Front who followed Bruno 
Mégret when the FN split in 1999, is a 
fundamentalist Catholic close to the anti- 
abortion movement and co-founded 
Youth Action for Christianity in 1998 
before joining de Villiers in 2001. 

What makes this case so particular is 
the fact that it concerns the death of a 
man under the most atrocious 
circumstances and the issue of 
antisemitism has rightly been brought 
to the surface. Unfortunately, this 
has happened in a way that is blind and 
deaf to the much more prevalent 
everyday racism that helps create the 
likes of Fofana and lead them to 
poisonous and divisive prejudices about 
other minorities. me 
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Nils Lundgren, leader 
of the June list and 
Member of European 
Parliament 

Picture: Stig-Goran 
Nilsson/Junilistan 


SWEDEN 
Anti-EU alliance breaks 


AN ANTI-EU populist party with three seats in 
the European Parliament is to leave the 
Independence and Democracy (IND/DEM) 
parliamentary group. Led by the former Social 
Democrat Nils Lundgren and businessman Lars 
Wohlin, the June List took 14.4% cent of the 
Swedish vote in the 2004 European elections. 
The controversial IND/DEM group brings 
together extreme right-wing and xenophobic 
parties including the Italian separatist Northern 
League (LN), the Greek fascist Popular 
Orthodox Rally (LAOS), the ultra-right Polish 
League of Polish Families (LPR) and the French 
right-wing populist Movement for France. 

This ill-judged alignment has been an 
embarrassment for the June List, which has had to 
defend itself shamefacedly with the spurious 
claim that it has only collaborated with the group 
on anti-EU issues. The group’s Polish and Greek 
members are notorious for their antisemitic 
outbursts. The core of the LPR originates from an 
antisemitic party with its roots in the Polish 
nationalist movement of the 1930s. Recently, the 
LPR compared abortions to the Nazi Holocaust, 
while its youth offshoot has staged white power 
music gigs. 

The LAOS, led by the antisemitic George 
Karatzefaris, is little better. After 9/11, 
Karatzefaris declared in an interview that “the 
terrorist strike against New York's Twin Towers 
has beyond any doubt been proven to be caused 
by the action of America’s Jewish-Zionists”. 
The LN is one of the four parties in the Italian 
coalition government headed by Silvio 
Berlusconi. In its time in the European 
Parliament, the LN has cooperated with the 
right-wing extremists of the French Front 
National and the Belgian Vlaams Block, now 
called Vlaams Belang. 

In summer 2003, the LN’s leader, Umberto 
Bossi, then a minister in the Italian government, 
gained international notoriety by proposing that 
the Italian military should open fire on refugee 
vessels approaching the coast. In February, 
Roberto Calderoli, another LN member, left his 
ministerial post after wearing a T-shirt bearing the 
controversial caricatures of the Prophet 
Mohammed on Italian television. Calderoli’s 
actions are widely believed to have provoked the 
furious attacks on the Italian consulate in Libya. 

The June List says it has had enough of such 
partners and will switch to the European Free 
Alliance group which cooperates with the 
Greens. The move is expected to take place 
later in the spring but Wohlin does 
not deny that it is mainly 
motivated by tactics for the 
coming Swedish general 
election. Cooperation with 
these extremist outfits is, it 
appears, rather hard to sell 
to Swedish voters. 

From Daniel Olsson 
in Gothenburg for 
Expo and Antifa-Net 


BELGIUM: Death threat at 
international nazi gig 


BLOOD AND HONOUR nazis 
staged a “music festival” in Vremde, a 
tiny village near Antwerp, on 4 March. 
About 200 mainly German, Dutch and 
French boneheads showed up at a 
parish centre owned by the local 
church. Bands on the bill included 
Warhammer (UK), Odessa (Germany), 
Strikeforce (Ukraine) and Eternal 
Pride (Germany). Warhammer, from 
Newcastle, used to be called Nordic 
Warrior and is notorious for its sick Ku 
Klux Klan-style stage act. 

A cameraman working for the 
Flemish TV station VIM who tried to 
film the “festivities” was beaten up by 
nazis who stole his footage and 
threatened to kill him if he spoke to the 
press. As a result, VIM reported 
the event but said nothing about 
what happened to its own journalist! 
Although undercover police were 
present, they did nothing to stop the 
violence. The local Liberal Democrat 
mayor later said that this was to prevent 
an escalation. 

The event, organised by the 
Midgard group, one of Belgium's 
two Blood and Honour groups, had 
been planned to follow an SS memorial 
event in Ysselstein in the Netherlands 
earlier that day, which in the event 
was banned. Midgard split from 
B&H Flanders around three years 
ago in Antwerp, because the B&H 
Flanders “lacked political seriousness 
and was only good at organising 
boozing parties”. 

The so-called “real” B&H Flanders is 
mainly active in the province of West 
Flanders and is heavily influenced by 
the British nazis of Combat 18. 
Midgard has links with the microscopic 
Green Right fascist party, a weird group 
of vegetarian nazi boneheads, which has 
been a laughing stock in local nazi 
circles for some time. 

According to both public and “inside” 
information, the competing nazi 
factions hate each other and have had 
violent conflicts. The Slav background 
of some Midgard members, who are 
from Slovenia, is considered “not Aryan 
enough” by B&H Flanders. When the 
two groups collided at a Skullcrusher 
concert, organised by nazis of the 
Nederlandse Volksunie in March 2004, 
the show had to be stopped after B&H 
Flanders supporters stormed the stage, 
wrecked the PA equipment, vandalised 
the venue and attacked everyone 
belonging to the rival group, forcing 
Skullcrusher band members and fans to 
run for their lives. 
~> From Wim Haelsterman for 
AFF/Verzet-Résistances in Brussels 


THE NETHERLANDS: Blood and Honour SS commemoration flop 


A COMMEMORATION of Hitler's murderous SS at a graveyard in 
Ysselsteyn by the Dutch branch of Blood and Honour (B&H) on 4 March 
turned into a fiasco after the authorities banned the event as well as an anti- 
fascist protest. Anti-Fascist Action had opposed the nazis, who wanted to lay 
wreaths and pay homage to the SS dead. Over 150 police, a police helicopter 


and several mobile observation units enforced the ban, sending nazis to a car 
park on the outskirts of nearby Venlo. Meanwhile AFA staged a demonstration 


in the town centre. 


Further along the motorway, Dutch and German B&H nazis gathered for 
another “we love the SS” commemoration at a cemetery in Lommel across the 
Belgian border before travelling to a concert organised by B&H Flanders. 

From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


GERMANY: Nazi boneheads 
raided 


POLICE RAIDED more than 100 
premises across Germany in the early 
hours of 7 March in a hunt for evidence 
against suspected members of the 
banned nazi outfit Blood and Honour. 
In Bavaria, police seized a hand- 
grenade and a 7.65mm calibre pistol. 
They also seized Blood and Honour 
merchandise and equipment including 
140 T-shirts, at least 30 CDs, 
magazines, posters, videos, key chains, 
baseball caps, four computers and eight 
mobile phones. 

The captured items, which the police 
said could “spread national socialist and 
racist ideologies”, are now being 
examined by specialists. Nazi regalia 
and insignia are banned in Germany. 
Eighty suspected Blood and Honour 
members are under investigation. 
Of the 119 premises searched, 37 were 
in Bavaria. 


LATVIA: Latvian SS march 
sparks riot 
RIOT POLICE in Riga had to 


separate Latvian nationalists who 
wanted to march in honour of the 
Latvian Waffen SS from rival pro- 
Russian protesters. A Riga city council 
committee had banned the annual 
procession to prevent “unauthorised 
mass public disorder”, said Eriks 
Skapars, a city council spokesman. It 
also denied permission for a counter- 
demonstration the day before. 

The annual march by the aging SS 
veterans, known as Legionnaires, who 
fought for Nazi Germany in the Second 
World War provides a campaigning 
opportunity for the far right. Among 
the 200 nationalists who tried to march 
to the capital’s Freedom Monument on 
16 March were members of Klubs 415 
and the Latvian National Front. Earlier 
in the day, several dozen elderly 
veterans attended a mass for their 
former comrades outside Riga. 


Meanwhile, Nikolai Kabanov MP 
has been expelled from Latvia's 
parliamentary international affairs 
commission for organising a public 
screening of a Russian documentary 
depicting the criminal actions of 
Latvian and Estonian SS men in 
Russia and Belarus during the Second 
World War. Kabanov, an MP of the 
For Human Rights in United Latvia 
faction, said before the expulsion vote 
that he would “turn directly to the EU 
and report discrimination in Latvia 
based on nationality and _ political 
views”. The film, Nazism the Baltic Way, 
shown on 14 December in the 
parliamentary commission building, 
provoked a huge outcry from Latvia's 
political establishment. 


SPAIN: Nazi groups attract 
growing support 
BETWEEN 11,000 and 15,000 young 


Spanish people are involved in various 
nazi groups, according to Javier 
Fernandez, head of the Provincial 
Information Brigade of the National 
Police. He said these groups were using 
increasingly sophisticated methods of 
organisation, which made it harder for 
police to track them. He added that 
many groups recruit teenagers aged 13 
to 14 while still at school and reported 
that police have seized “numerous” 
firearms and weapons from these 
groups as well as racist propaganda, 
some of which is printed and published 
in Colombia to evade Spanish laws on 
reproducing racist literature. He also 
indicated that some sports clubs might 
be recruiting grounds for nazis. 
Fernandez made his observations at 
the launch of the book Diario de un Skin 
(Diary of a skinhead) by Antonio Salas. 
The book relates how the author 
infiltrated a nazi group. At the same 
event, Esteban Ibarra, of the Movement 
Against Intolerance, said nazi groups 
existed in 150 towns throughout Spain 
and have links to international 
organisations. He added that they were 


a 2 


responsible for an estimated 4,000 
racists attacks each year, mainly on 
immigrants. 

Ibarra urged the Spanish government 
to take stronger measures against racist 
groups and to introduce more thorough 
education programmes to stop fascist 
ideology spreading through schools but 
Fernandez struck a sour note by 
blaming immigration for the growth 
in nazism. 


SLOVAKIA: Extremists 
outlawed 


A POLITICAL PARTY has been 
banned for its extremist ideology for the 
first time since Slovakia became 
independent in 1993. The Slovak 
Supreme Court ordered the dissolution 
of the ultra-nationalist Slovenska 
pospolitos (Slovak Togetherness) party 
on 1 March. Presiding judge Ida 
Hanzelova said the party had been 
banned because its programme violates 
the universal right to vote and run for 
office as protected by the Slovak 
constitution. 

The party advocates an “estate-based” 
society in which only members of ten 
selected groups would have the right to 
vote or be elected. The “estate system’, 
which would confer a higher status on 
groups such as the clergy, teachers 
and landowners, has its roots in 
Slovak tradition. 

Party leader Marian Kotleba, a 
secondary school teacher from Banska 
Bystrica, said the party had prepared for 
this outcome and compared the court 
hearing to the Stalinist trials of the 
1950s under the former Communist 
regime. He announced that despite the 
ban members of his party would run in 
the parliamentary elections in June. 
Slovenska pospolitos’s programme 
avows that parliamentary democracy 
has failed and its members sometimes 
wear fascist-style uniforms reminiscent 
of those worn by the Hlinka Guard, the 
militia of the wartime Slovak Nazi 
puppet state. 
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Fascist youth culture gains a grip 


Michael Weiss (Apabiz), Jan Raabe (Argumente & Kultur gegen Rechts) and Christian 
Dornbusch (Der Rechte Rand) for Antifa-Net analyse the increasing popularity of the 


music of hate. 


Marco Gottschalk, 
singer in the hate 
band Oidoxie, 
“performs atan 
lan Stuart Donaldson 
memorial gig in the 
Czech Republic © 


GERMANY’S ALREADY dangerous 
extreme-right music business grew in 
2005 with at least 255 concerts, a 
hundred more than in the previous year, 
and the production of hate rock CDs 
booming as never before. 

The concerts are the tip of a much 
bigger iceberg. Sixty-seven of them 
featured “folk music” including several 
performances by Frank Rennicke, the 
nazi song writer and _ so-called 
folksinger. At the other 188 events, it 
was fascist rock bands of various styles 
that took the stage. 

The centre of this upsurge in 
extreme-right “counter-culture” was 
Saxony. An eastern German state 
bordering on Poland and the Czech 
Republic, Saxony has been the scene of 
electoral breakthroughs by the nazi 
National Democratic Party of Germany 
(NPD). Saxony topped the league with 
78 concerts compared to 26 in 2004. 
In joint second place came Thuringia, 
another eastern state, and Bavaria in the 
south with 31 concerts, both up from 
19 in 2004. Far fewer concerts were 
organised in the smallest states with 
four in Berlin, three in Hamburg and 
the Saarland and none in Bremen. 

The police raided 32 gigs but most of 
them still went ahead. In Thuringia the 
police closed down 19 concerts and in 
other states a combination of effective 
anti-fascist intervention and good work 
by the police prevented many events. 
In Brandenburg and _ Rhineland- 
Palatinate only four and six concerts 
respectively were organised because the 
police did their job in a decisive manner. 

The expansion of the fascist concert 
culture is a direct result of the 
development of the broader fascist scene 
in which the strategic importance of 
forging close links between political and 
cultural activity has been well 
understood for some years. No fewer 
than 57 of the 255 concerts followed 
party — mainly NPD — congresses, 
meetings or election campaign rallies, 
and were often billed as the main feature 
in order to lure a bigger audience. 


The fascists are so confident 
that they have established a 
firm foothold for “music as \ 
recruitment propaganda” that they ~ 
have rented or bought buildings to 
provide regular meeting places for their 
members or for clubhouses that can be 
used as concert venues. 

A particularly worrying aspect is 
the fact that in many places local 
extremist, mainly youth, groups have 
started to organised small concerts on 
their own without seeking help from 
the organised fascist movement. 
This explains the fall in the average 
number of participants per event to 
around 150. In the past year, only four 
fascist rock concerts attracted more 
than 500 people. The biggest was the 
one on 2 April last year, when more 
than a thousand fascists travelled to 
Possneck, a small town in Thuringia, 
to hear Michael Regener, the notorious 
leader of the nazi band Landser, play 
his last gig before going to jail for three 
years and four months for inciting 
hatred in his lyrics for the band. 

As nazi music has grown within 
Germany, neighbouring countries, 
especially the Czech Republic, have lost 
the importance they once had in 
providing concert venues. On the other 
hand, German hate rock bands are 
becoming more significant in the 
worldwide white power music scene. 
Last year, the German bands Confident 
of Victory, Odessa and Oidoxie 
performed in the USA, Ukraine and 
Russia respectively, the latter two a 
graphic demonstration of the leading role 
and political influence of the Germans. 

Live concerts form only part of the 
picture, however. German fascist bands 
produced 124 records last year 
compared to 103 in 2004. Ninety were 
classic white noise or white power rock 
and hardcore/hatecore while 34 
emanated from the growing black 
metal scene. 

Production of CDs by foreign bands 
in Germany also rose with 38, up from 
20 in 2004. They include Best of ISD - 
Attack 1 on W&B Records, which is 
run by Thorsten Heise, a convicted nazi 
thug and leading NPD member. 
Vinland Warrior, Bound for Glory, 
Sniper, Death Before Dishonor and 
Mistreat also produced CDs. 

New research indicates that previous 
estimates of the level of production of 
hate music CDs were too low. Current 
evidence shows that at least 3,000 
copies are produced of any white 
noise/hardcore CD. This was dwarfed, 
however, by the 200,000 CDs produced 
by the NPD for free distribution to 


Thorsten 
Heise 


school students as part of its so-called 
Operation Schoolyard. 

Leading producers in the fascist 
music market such as V7 and Wikinger 
Versand have annual sales worth 
approximately €500,000 (£350,000) 
but the sale of fascist fashion clothing 
(T-Shirts, pullovers, jackets, etc) could 
even outstrip the profits from the 
CD business. 

Interestingly, only six CDs _ by 
German bands were produced abroad 
last year. They include Sie /eben (They 
live on) by Murder Squad on Pure Hate 
Records in Russia, Race above all by 
Valhallas Patriots on Volksfront 
Productions in the USA, and a joint 
CD entitled Kameradschaft by 
Faustrecht and the Italian Band SPQR 
on Rupe Tarpea Produzioni in Italy. 

The mushrooming of the Nazi music 
scene and business is alarming. It is 
made worse by the developing 
coherence of the fascists’ organisational 
structures and the incompetence, even 
complacency, of democratic politicians 
in the areas in which the fascists are 
most active and visible. There, where 
society does not want to see the 
problems or ignores them and where no 
democratic and anti-fascist youth 
culture exists, the fascists are rapidly 
gaining in strength and can conduct 
their nefarious work more or less 
without interference. 

An additional difficulty is that the 
police have not been very adept at 
following, let alone understanding, the 
diversity of the far-right youth culture. 
Young nazis in Germany today, often 
do not look like skinheads but come 
from the hardcore and black metal 
scenes, have short or long hair and dress 
all in black or wear multicoloured 
T-Shirts. It is no longer easy to identify 
them on sight. 

The trends of 2005 look set continue 
in 2006 with the right-wing extremist 
parties using music to promote 
themselves in the German regional 
elections on 26 March in Saxony- 
Anhalt and 17 September in 
Mecklenburg Western Pomerania, both 
in eastern Germany, the fascists’ main 
zone of expansion. = 


HOOLIGANS 


A - L of Britain’s Football 
Hooligan Gangs 


For almost 40 years football 
hooliganism has blighted the 
national game. Organised gangs 
of marauding young men from 
almost every town and city in the 
country have used football as an 
arena for violence. They have 
rioted, maimed and even killed. 


Combining hard facts with 
occasional touches of black 
humour, Hooligans is the 
definitive account of British 
football hooliganism. From the 
gangs to the leaders, from 
policing to those whose lives were 
ruined by soccer violence, this 
book has it all. 


Hooligans: A-L is 
available to Searchlight 
readers at £15 (inc p&p) 


Hooligans Volume 2 
will be published soon 
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— A a 4 or fe ? 
The A-L of Britain’s Football Hooligan tangs 
From the Aberdeen Soccer Casuals to Luton's Mig Squad 


Hooligans, 
volumes 1 & 2 


@ Chart the influence 
fascist groups have had on 
hooligan gangs 
@ Describe how multiracial 
gangs fought back 
against racist gangs 
@ Look at how the Miners’ 
Strike brought class politics 
into the football arena. 


This and a whole lot more is 
contained in Hooligans 


International 


AUSTRIA 


Irving interview harms appeal prospect 


The British writer David Irving was found guilty in Vienna of denying that the 
Holocaust took place and sentenced to three years in prison on 20 February. 
Rita Ruesch for Rosa Antifa and Antifa-Net in Vienna reports on the background. 


WHEN DAVID IRVING entered the main 
courtroom just after 9.00 on 20 February, 
he seemed very confident of victory. 
Clutching a copy of his book Hitler's War, 
he presented himself to the international 
press after a 15-year ban on television 
cameras in court was lifted specifically for 
this trial. 

Young and old Nazis were rather scarcer 
than usual but Irving's former lawyer, 
Herbert Schaller, (whom Irving later 
described as a “battle-approved lawyer”) 
hovered about trying to look important 
and gave the defence lawyer, Elmar 
Kresbach, bits of advice on what to do. 

Schaller, who has defended well 
known extreme-right masterminds 
including Gerd  Honsik, Walter 
Ochensberger and Franz Rad, had tried 
unsuccessfully for years to lift the Austrian 
arrest warrant of 1989 against Irving. 
Schaller, too, it was who organised the 
fateful lecture tour in November 1989 
that led to the issue of the arrest warrant. 

The first lecture of the tour by the 
already internationally notorious Irving 
had passed off uneventfully in the small 
town of Leoben in Styria. But the 
authorities were already on his case and 
his next lecture, scheduled for 8 
November in Vienna, was banned, forcing 
Irving and his fan club to retreat to a back 
room in a pub. Among the supporters 
who turned up were such “celebrities” of 
the Austrian extreme right as Norbert 
Burger, then leader of the National 
Democratic Party (NDP), which was later 
banned, and Bruno Haas, founder of the 
hardcore nazi outfit Action New Right 
(ANR), also now banned. 

Before that meeting, Irving gave an 
interview to Christa Z6chling, a journalist, 
in which he expressed his thoughts about 
the gas chambers of Auschwitz, namely 
that they never existed. This prompted the 
issue of an arrest warrant but, before the 
Austrian police could act, Irving had 
scuttled across the border to Germany to 
continue his tour in Passau delivering, 
with apparent impunity, the same lecture 
he had given all over Europe. 

Fast forward to November 2005, when 
Irving was back in Vienna after accepting 


an invitation from the extreme-right 
student fraternity, Olympia, to speak on 
Adolf Eichmann, the Nazi war criminal 
and mastermind behind the Final 
Solution. Apparently Irving had 
overlooked that the arrest warrant was 
still valid — indeed in court he stressed 
that he thought it had long ago expired. 
After breakfast with three young Olympia 
members, Irving was arrested on the 
motorway between Graz and Vienna. 
Olympia is well known for hosting 
extreme-right events and activities, from 
recitals by the German nazi so-called 
folksinger Franz Rennicke to lectures by 
Martin Schwartz, who lauds the SS as a 
biological and heroic elite. In the 1960s, 
Olympia was up to its neck in armed 
South Tyrolean terrorism, largely under 
the guidance of Burger, now deceased. 

None of this inglorious record has ever 
hindered Olympia members from 
succeeding, especially in the Austrian 
Freedom Party (FPO). Nor did it prevent 
them from achieving influential positions 
when the FPO entered into a coalition 
government with the conservative 
Austrian People’s Party in 2000. For 
example Martin Graf, the former FPO 
science spokesman and Olympia 
member, is now head of business 
services at the Seibersdorf Research 
Centre and three other Olympia 
members work in its legal department. 
Dr Friedrich Stefan, another senior 
Olympia member, was appointed to the 
council of the University of Vienna, but his 
position did not stop him physically 
attacking female students protesting at a 
rally of rightist students. 

At his trial Irving pleaded guilty and 
tried hard to look remorseful, even 
apologising for not always carefully 
weighing his words. He said he had 
gradually become aware of the existence 
of gas chambers and claimed to have 
been misled by the infamous Leuchter 
Report. What changed his mind was, he 
ventured, documents by Kurt Aumeier, 
deputy commandant at Auschwitz, and 
Eichmann’s own notes. 

This miraculous conversion enabled 
Irving's attorney to speak fancifully of a 


possible pedagogical mission for his 
client. Who, if not he, could change the 
minds of Holocaust deniers? Eager to 
please — in the interests of getting a non- 
custodial sentence - Irving even 
castigated his former friend Ernst ZUndel 
as a show-off who should no longer to be 
taken seriously. 

In addition to that spurious defence, 
Kresbach claimed that the right-wing 
community had “exploited” Irving. He also 
said the court had to take into account 
that Irving is of British origin and so views 
freedom of speech differently and that 
Irving is not familiar with the Austrian 
legal system. 

However, even before the court and 
despite his obvious strategy, Irving was 
still unable to conceal his revisionist views 
completely. For example, he remarked 
that Hitler always held a protective hand 
over the Jews and dropped a big hint 
that the number of Holocaust deaths was 
dramatically overestimated. 

Irving never knows when to keep his 
mouth shut and so the prosecutor was 
able to confront him with an interview, 
given to the Daily Mail, days before the 


trial, in which he stated that he had only 
pleaded guilty to escape prosecution. 
Some remorse! The jury were not 
convinced either and dispatched him to 
prison for three years. Both the 
prosecution and Irving have appealed. 

As the sentence was announced, 
Richard Edmonds, a hardline British 
National Party activist who was the right- 
hand man to John Tyndall, the former 
BNP leader, yelled, “Stay strong David! 
Stay strong’. Police promptly hustled him 
out of the courtroom. He and Irving's 
other friends clearly thought they had 
come to witness Irving's acquittal and 
were greatly disappointed. 

Irving's chances for a reduction in the 
sentence on appeal are not good, mostly 
thanks to his own stupidity. Only a few 
days after the sentence, Irving again gave 
interviews to the press in which he 
repeated his revisionist views, prompting 
the Austrian federal prosecutor to open a 
new investigation. Irving was banned from 
giving any further interviews from prison. 

That is the least of Irving's problems. He 
now faces the near-total evaporation of 
his credibility in international extreme 
right-wing circles. Nazis from the 
Stoertebeker website, for instance, now 
brand him a spineless coward. They claim 
that apparently not all men show the 
requisite pride in tricky situations and not 
everybody can be expected to be a hero 
in distress. Irving fits that category, it 
seems, while Ziindel, currently on trial for 
Holocaust denial in Mannheim, Germany, 
is mentioned as a paragon of the 
opposite. ~ 
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THE NETHERLANDS 
Far right suffers election setback 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 
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IN THE RUN-UP to the local 
government elections on 7 March, the 
main question was whether the right- 
wing populist parties that emerged 
from the political earthquake caused by 
the late Pim Fortuyn in 2002 would 
hold their positions. 

There was also speculation about 
whether the racist New Right (NR) 
party, standing in five cities, would be 
able to add to its single seat in 
Rotterdam. On the margins, the nazi 
Dutch People’s Union (NVU) and 
the fascist National Alliance (NA) 
both stood, the NA trying desperately 
to cling on to its single seat on the 
Feijenoord district | council in 
Rotterdam. 

The NA lost its seat despite investing 
considerable energy in the campaign. 
Its leader Jan Teijn was seen leafleting 
several times and even dressed up in an 
orange burka but hardly any of its 
voters, who gave the NA’s predecessor, 
the New National Party, two seats four 
years ago, were interested any more. 

The NVU fielded candidates in 
Arnhem, Nijmegen, Oss, Venray and 
Apeldoorn, but failed to exceed 1% of 
the vote anywhere. Constant Kusters, the 
party leader, did not allow his candidates 
to speak for themselves and, at a 
demonstration in Nijmegen on 4 March, 
the NVU made clear that it did not care 
about local issues. Its real aim was as 
always to create an opportunity for nazi 
propaganda and to give party members 
something to do. The support of the nazi 
German National Democratic Party 


“Nieuw Rechts — 


echts 


(NPD) for the NVU’s 
“patriotic” | campaign 
resulted in a delegation of 
Freie Kameradschaften 
scum from Dortmund 
strutting around 
Nijmegen with a banner 
proclaiming “Dortmund 
is our city”. 
The NR participated 
oe in Eindhoven, Almelo, 
oe Rotterdam and suburbs 
and Ridderkerk, but 
only managed to grab a seat in the 
latter. Its leader Michiel Smit lost his 
council seat and the future looks grim for 
him and his party. They still face a claim 
from the city council for €45.000 
(£31,000) for fraudulent use of 
community money and party members 
are demoralised. Probably a major 
contribution to NR’s defeat was a swift 
campaign by Anti-Fascist Action, which 
distributed almost 65,000 tabloid 
newspapers in the cities where NR was 
trying to gain ground. 

Marco Pastors, the new leader of the 
populist Leefbaar Rotterdam, who 
occupied an office in Fortuyn’s residence 
in Rotterdam during the campaign, 
went head-to-head with the social 
democrats of the PvdA which, with the 
exception of the past four years, has 
ruled Rotterdam since the Second 
World War. LR ended with 14 seats, 
three fewer than before, and the PvdA 
emerged as the winner with 18 seats. 
Also making gains were the left-wing 
GroenLinks and the Socialist Party. 

Pastors reacted to his party’s defeat by 
blaming “foreigners” and “dissolute 
people”. If “foreigners” voted massively 
for the social democrats that was 
entirely due to LR’s hard line on 
migrants and Muslims. Geert Wilders, 
a former MP for the right-wing 
People’s Party for Freedom and 
Democracy (VVD) and would-be 
populist, did not contest the elections 
but his new Party of Freedom would 
gain five seats if there were 
parliamentary elections now, according 
to the opinion polls. 


Dutch anti-fascists go tabloid in campaign against Nieuw Rechts 


Branches of the List Pim Fortuyn 
(LPF) fielded candidates in 11 towns 
but fared badly, winning only ten seats 
in five towns. Other right-wing 
participants, including the resurrected 
Centrum Democraten, won nothing. 
Hilbrand Nawijn, a former LPF 
minister and now an independent MP 
close to the Belgian right-wing 
extremist Vlaams Belang, won five seats 
with his List Nawijn in his home town 
of Zoetermeer. Fortuyn’s former driver, 
who helped capture Fortuyn’s murderer 
Volkert van der Graaf, also won five 
seats with his List Smolders in his 
home town of Tilburg. His programme, 
however, is unclear. 

While the so-called “liveable” 
movement, of which  Leefbaar 
Rotterdam is the most successful 
representative, has lost ground, it could 
return in the next council elections in 
four years. Most interesting, however, 
will be to see how and on what issues a 
nationwide movement led by Pastors 
could challenge for seats in parliament. 

Political observers were looking to 
these elections for an early indication of 
how the parties will fare in the general 
election in May 2007. Leading figures 
in the mainstream parties were more 
involved than usual in this local election 
campaign, turning it into a battle 
between social democrats on one side 
and conservative liberals and Christian 
democrats on the other. The results, on 
a turnout of below 60%, marked a shift 
from conservative right to social 
democratic left and even forced the 
parliamentary leader of the VVD out of 
his job. 

The extreme-right parties lost out 
heavily in this left-right contest but 
could yet do better in other 
circumstances. The electorate proved 
once again that it shops around 
between political personalities. Wouter 
Bos, leader of the PvdA, showed he had 
learned from the way Fortuyn played 
the media. 

The campaign for next year’s 
elections, it seems, has already 
opened. | 
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Jozef Rulof 


a severe case of unbridled delusion? Part] 


by Herman Nimis 


HE WORKS OF the late Dutch 

“metaphysical” writer, painter and 

faith healer Jozef Rulof (1898- 
1952) propagate a form of occult 
Christianity saturated with racial 
interpretations of reincarnation and 
karma. 

Investigators of early twentieth 
century occult, ultra-conservative 
movements in Western Europe are well 
acquainted with this phenomenon. 
However Rulof’s ideology has become 
a cause for some concern in recent years 
as it has been considerably hyped up in 
occultist circles. Rulof’s most renowned 
contemporary disciple is a faith healer, 
well known in the Netherlands and 
even abroad, who goes by the name of 
“Jomanda”. 

Rulof claimed to have attained his 
dubious abilities through clairvoyance 
and maintained that he acquired his 
knowledge while his spirit left his body 
to make numerous “astral journeys” or 
“out-of-body experiences”. These 
journeys, he asserted, enabled his spirit 
to contact certain “cosmic masters” 
from beyond the material world, who 
subsequently adopted him as their 
pupil. As a dedicated crank, Rulof 
naturally insists that these “masters” 
imparted their knowledge, with which 
he later filled 27 books, directly to him. 

Rulof’s current readership is quite 
large in the relatively small Dutch- 
speaking countries: as many as 30,000 
in Holland and 10,000 in Flanders, 
Belgium. These numbers have grown 
steadily and many of his books are 
available in public libraries. 

Over the past seven years, Rulof’s 
publisher, the Wayti Publishing House 
Foundation in Apeldoorn, Holland’, 
has expanded circulation of Rulof’s 
works into the Anglo-Saxon market to 
the extent that by the end of 2003, 
seven books had been translated into 
English and 17 more were in 


preparation. Although the number of 
English language readers is unknown, it 
would appear that US sales figure 
prominently. 


Wayti Publishing deals exclusively 


with Rulof’s books and paintings. 
His written works are divided into three 
categories: Acquaintance, Deepening 
and Textbooks. The first two categories, 
recommended for beginners, and are 
available from bookshops and public 
libraries. The third, and more 
comprehensive category, is meant for 
advanced readers only.2 These books 
can only be ordered directly from the 
publisher. Wayti claims that they should 
be read “in the right order”, as dictated 
by the “cosmic masters” and that doing 
so will protect new readers from 
confusion and misunderstanding. 
However, since the — so-called 
Textbooks contain a superabundance of 
controversial and offensive material, it 
seems far more likely that the publisher 
has set up these rules to protect itself 
from legal action. 


Supernatural horror 
The racist aspects of Rulof’s bizarre 
ideology make their emphatic debut in 
two books in the Deepening category: 
The Origin of the Universe (already 
translated) and Mental Illnesses seen from 
Beyond (to be translated). However, the 
full extent of Rulof’s occult and ultra- 
right-wing universe can only be found 
in the yet to be translated Text books. 

According to his writings, the final 
phase of human evolution is imminent. 
In this future era, Rulof avows, only 
Caucasian, white, perfectly healthy 
heterosexual married people will exist, all 
in strict conformity with the so-called 
“Age of Christ”, Rulof’s “ultimate phase”. 

People of other races are considered 
to belong to a lower level of existence, 
and he rejects “deviating religions” — 
with emphasis on Judaism. Followers of 
other beliefs are expected to convert to 
Rulof’s doctrine and, as long as this is 
not fulfilled, wars and disputes will 
continue. In the meantime, even though 
he considers wars horrifying, he implies 
that they offer the necessary scope for 
mankind to advance towards higher 
spiritual levels. 

Rulof also suggests that people 
suffering from Downs Syndrome 


experience distortion and are possessed 
by demons in accordance with 
karma accumulated after supposedly 
committing mass murder in their 
previous lives. 

To top it all, Rulof’s prophecies are 
based on a bizarre racial doctrine with a 
hierarchy of seven grades and sub- 
grades, through which every human 
being must pass by reincarnating. The 
three lowest grades harbour the so- 
called jungle tribes and midget races, 
such as the Pygmies. White races 
occupy the fourth grade upwards, but 
“coloured” races, with the exception of 
certain races from India, are not 
allowed past the fourth grade. Because 
of their “physical nature”, which 
allegedly steels them against the bitter 
Arctic climate, Inuits generally cannot 
go beyond the fifth grade. 

Rulof shifts the goalposts in one of 
his later Textbooks, saying that, 
“Negroid” races may also rise up to the 
seventh, highest grade, previously 
reserved for whites, provided they live 
and behave according to the mentality 
of the latter. 

White-skinned people from the fifth 
grade and upwards, whose lives were 
not lived in accordance with the cosmic 
laws as proclaimed, will, Rulof asserts, 
be downgraded to the fourth grade by 
karma in their next lives and will then 
be reincarnated with a “coloured” skin. 

In his fifth book, The origin of the 
universe, Alcar, one of Rulof’s 
imaginary “cosmic masters”, proclaims 
that in the distant future only one race 
will exist on earth, the white one. 


_ According to his cosmic laws, the 


mixing of different grades or races has 
had a detrimental impact on the planet 
and is responsible for decline and 
disease. However, Rulof believes, these 
ill consequences will gradually subside 
in the future, since people with ailing 
health will no longer be permitted to 
marry, a move designed to prevent them 
from bearing “unsound offspring”. 


Blood transfusion, which is said to 
result in impure blood entailing fatal 
effects and abortion, euthanasia, 
suicide and cremation, is vehemently 
discouraged. After suicide, Rulof 
proclaims, the soul remains attached to 
the body until it has finally decayed, 
consciously suffering all the horrors of 
decomposition before arriving in the 
spheres beyond for the purposes of 
correction. Cremation is supposed to 
cause the soul to suffer the conscious 
torment of burning. Jan Kleyn, a well 
known psychic in the Netherlands, has 
reported in one of his books that 
patients have suffered extreme paranoid 
illusions after reading Rulof’s loony 
writings. 

According to Rulof’s doctrines, 
homosexuality is only an interim phase 
for the reincarnating soul wending its 
way towards a next life as a heterosexual. 
Generally it is considered a mental 
illness, and a variety of hells are said to 
owe their existence to homosexuals and 
child murderers whom Rulof seemingly 
identifies as synonymous. 

He does not like women much either 
because, he argues, they should dedicate 
all possible attention to their prime task 
of motherhood. In Rulof’s twisted view, 
women can never become great painters 
or composers because their prime task 
would obstruct them. Males, on the 
other hand, are subjected to no such 
limitations. As divorce is considered an 
offence against cosmic law, in future 
marriage partners will compulsorily be 
selected by parapsychologists in the 
service of the state. 

In his book De volkeren der aarde, 
translated in 1947 as My Revelations to 
the Peoples of the Earth*, Rulof describes 
the final phase of these developments as 
a period in which “abnormalities will no 
longer be found on earth”*. He advises 
the Jewish people to be grateful to 
Hitler for the Holocaust as this ordeal, 
apparently, relieved all six million of 
them from the severe karma they 
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brought upon themselves by crucifying 
Christ over 2,000 years ago! According 
to this philosophy (and it does not get 
much barmier), Hitler is a reincarnation 
of Caiaphas, the high priest who 
ordered Christ’s crucifixion. 

In his subsequent lives, Caiaphas, we 
are told, grasped “the bad habits of 
Jewish people, such as usury, lying, 
cheating and their degenerate lifestyle” 
and was reincarnated as Hitler who 
then decided to exact revenge on them. 
In this context, the Holocaust is viewed 
as a justification of the alleged laws of 
so-called karma. In one of his later 
books, Rulof even cheers Hitler on: 
“Adolf, finish your task!” In yet another 
Text book, Rulof criticises the 
foundation of the state of Israel, asking 
“Isn't it sad, the Jews still cannot 
understand God’s rightful dressing 
down [a reference to the Holocaust]?” 

Hitler’s role as a crusader is 
highlighted since he supposedly 
brought evolution to mankind. This 
might not be fully recognised at present 
but, in time, Rulof is convinced, people 
will rehabilitate Hitler and will adorn 
his grave with flowers. Rulof praises 
the “idealism” of the Nationaal 
Socialistische Beweging, the Dutch 
Nazi party that collaborated with the 
Germans during their occupation of the 
Netherlands in the Second World War 
and whose members were notorious for 
betraying the hiding places of Jews. 

According to My Revelations to the 
Peoples of the Earth, Mussolini, the 
Italian fascist leader, was an aide de camp 
to Hitler because he conquered 
Abyssinia (now Ethiopia): “He had to 
conquer that country because it was 
God’s own will to awaken the blacks”.° 
To Rulof, colonialism is an opportunity 
for people of the supposedly lowest 
grades to achieve the mentality of the 
white race. et 


@ Part Two of this article will appear 
next month. 


Notes to Part One 


1. Official website: www.wayti.com, English pages 
2. Seven books have already appeared in English. The first five are from the Acquaintance category and the other two from 
Deepening. A View into the Hereafter (volume 1, 2 and 3), The Bridge to Eternal Life, The Cycle of the Soul, Between Life and Death, 
Through the Grebbe-line to Eternal Life, The Origin of the Universe, Spiritual Gifts 
Those currently being translated are: Jeus of mother Crisje (vol. 1, 2. and 3), Masks and men, Mental Illnesses seen from Beyond, 


All 14 Text books 


3. Issued in 1947 by Rulof Bros, White Plains, NY, for The American Book/Stratford Press, Inc., NY. It is at present only available 
second hand. Numerous antisemitic fragments were omitted from this edition, which were not mentioned in the preface. 


A new translation is in preparation. 


4. De volkeren der aarde (Revelations), 4th Dutch edition 344. 
5. De volkeren der aarde (Revelations), 4th Dutch edition p215. 
6. De volkeren der aarde (Revelations), 4th Dutch edition p128. 


International 


Berlusconi paves the way for extreme 
right to enter government 


By Alfio Bernabei 


Silvio Berlusconi's electoral pact with 
Alessandra’ Mussolini, the Duce's 
granddaughter, gave an opportunity to 
fascists, racists, omophobes and 
Holocaust deniers to claim an early 
victory in Italy's general election of 9-10 
April, even before election day and 
regardless of the actual outcome. 

The various far-right groups began in 
effect to reap the benefit of the election 
the moment Berlusconi enabled them to 
exploit the electoral campaign to gain a 
higher profile and recognition at national 
level. This occurred when Berlusconi 
sealed an electoral pact with Mussolini, 
planting kisses on her cheeks under the 
glare of television lights. One could 
almost hear the shouts of joy of the 
various far-right groups up and down the 
country, from the fascist parties to the 
gangs of nazi-skins who shout Duce! 
Duce! Duce! and display swastikas in 
football stadiums calling for a return of 
gas chambers for Jews. 

They are not stupid, the fascists. They 
know that what is much more important 
than improving on their meagre results of 
around 1% in previous elections (with the 
exception of the 12% of Gianfranco Fini’s 
National Alliance) is the opportunity to be 
catapulted into the political arena and 
claim an alliance with the government. 
Berlusconi's agreement with Mussolini 
was not made on behalf of his own party, 
Forza Italia, alone but of the House of 
Liberties (CDL) as a whole. This is the 
coalition that enabled him to gain power 
in the 2001 election and includes, as well 
as Finis party, the xenophobic Northern 
League and a splinter of the former 
Christian Democrats. 

Mussolini revealed that Berlusconi had 
been courting her since last summer 
when she visited one of the tycoon's 
palaces as a representative of Alternativa 
Sociale (AS). This is the cartel she formed 
two years ago when she defected from 
the National Alliance on the grounds that 
Fini appeared to have distanced himself 
from fascism. She set up her own 
movement called Liberta d'Azione and 
joined forces with the Movimento Sociale 
Fiamma Tricolore (MSFT) led by Luca 


Romagnoli, the Fronte Sociale Nazionale 
(FSN) led by Adriano Tilgher and Forza 
Nuova (FN) led by Roberto Fiore. 
Berlusconi was eager to enrol Mussolini 
and her fascist gang in the hope that the 
cartel could bring around 0.5-1% of the 
votes to the CDL. 

Mussolini presented a set of demands 
to the CDL before consenting to an 
agreement. They were immediately 
accepted. They included measures to 
tackle underdevelopment in southern 
Italy, an increase in family benefits, new 
health centres and the repatriation of 
certain categories of immigrants. The 
fascists had virtually copied the CDL 
programme in order to please Berlusconi, 
such was the advantage they saw of 
gaining a platform as allies of the 
government. 

But who are these allies? 

Fiore, co-founder of the Third Position, 
is sufficiently well known to readers of 
Searchlight to have to dwell on his past as 
fugitive from justice, his links with the 
British National Party and his friendship 
with Andrea Insabato, who threw a bomb 
at the office of the left-wing paper 
Il Manifesto. Last month Fiore described 
Hitler as a “statesman” and declined to 
comment on David Irving because “if | say 
anything | risk being arrested’ 
Asked about Mein Kampf he said 
cryptically “Hitler books are not forbidden. 
Aren't we reading Primo Levi in Italy?” 

Tilgher was an associate of the 
notorious fascist Stefano Delle Chiaie and 
was given a prison sentence when he 
attempted to reconstitute the fascist 
party. In a recent interview he said that 
the racial laws passed by Mussolini in 
1938 “were nothing if confronted with 
certain British Commonwealth — or 
American laws". He described Mussolini 
as a “universal genius’. 

Romagnoli would probably deny being 
a Holocaust denier, but asked last month 
about the gas chambers he replied: “The 
gas chambers? | do not have enough 
elements at my disposal to express a 
point of view". Pressed further he said: 
“You ask me if the gas chambers ever 
existed? Frankly | have no means to be 


able to say yes or no’. 

When Amos Luzzatto, the President of 
the Jewish community in Italy, was asked 
whether the AS-CDL deal meant that 
Holocaust deniers had entered the 
electoral campaign, he replied “Yes, 
unfortunately. How can anyone say 
they are unable to express a view on the 
gas chambers? Such an opinion can 
only come from someone who wishes 
to sustain the view that no research 
is accurate, that no testimony is credible’. 
Last year the MSFT — organised 
a demonstration in Rome calling for a 
pardon for the Nazi SS captain Erik 
Priebke, who was convicted in Italy of 
killing 335 civilians in the Ardeatine 
Massacre. MSFT’ members also formed a 
Guard of Honour at Mussolini's tomb in 
Predappio. 

Well aware that some CDL voters might 
find such allies indigestible, Berlusconi 
and Mussolini came to a further 
agreement. Romagnoli, Tilgher and Fiore, 
all too closely identified with right-wing 
political subversion, would not put 
themselves up as candidates in the 
election. In their place would be 
substitutes drawn from the AS. To give an 
example, Romagnoli promptly secured 
the candidacy of Gianluca lannone who 
manages an extreme right-wing centre in 
Roma called Casa (Ezra) Pound and 
received publicity when he joined a 
movement of nazi-skins in the capital led 
by yet another well known fascist, 
Maurizio Boccacci. 

According to Mussolini who is standing 
as a prospective MP for the AS, should the 
CDL win the election, “AS will surely 
be represented in the government". 
She would like the Health Ministry. In this 
event she would be happy to cede her 
European Parliament seat to Fiore. 

Whatever the outcome of the election, 
there is little doubt that if Berlusconi's 
plan was to devise a framework to enable 
the fascists to return to the stage he has 
succeeded beyond all expectations. 
The centre left has been slow and 
ineffectual in countering this threat. It will 
take years for a new government of the 
centre left to undo the damage. ah 
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No Complacency in Coventry 


February 28th was not the best of days for 
the National Front and the National Party 
or their respective campaigns in the 
Coventry Parliamentary by-election. 
The National Front had to put out a call or 
a national mobilization to demonstrate in 
support of their candidate Fountaine but 
in the event only 600 turned up and they 
had to be guarded by 800 policemen. 

The week preceeding the 
demonstration saw a_ considerable 
amount of pressure on the authorities to 
cancel the racist march. Amongst those 
protesting was the Coventry Borough 
Labour Party, Indian Workers Association, 
Coventry Anti-Fascist Committee, Warwick 
University branch of the Association of 
University Teachers, 

Trades Council, and when it became 
clear that the march would not be 
cancelled the call went out for an anti- 
fascist demonstration on the same day. 

Most of our readers will by now 
have seen the result of the counter 
demonstration in the national press 
and the 1,000 plus anti-fascists who took 
part have learned valuable lessons for 
the future. 
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NF terrorism leads Kent activist 
to quit 


KENT NF leader Paul Johnson has resigned 
from the Front after bomb devices by the 
“National Front December 12th Group” 
were sent to local newspapers. 

Two men have been questioned by police 
about the devices, which were delivered 
after “December 12th” sent warnings that 
they would begin attacking “political 
targets”. At the same time, photographs of 
masked members of the group with 
shotguns were distributed to local papers. 

Johnson has denied any link with 
December 12th, and resigned saying that 
he was“no longer prepared to represent the 
Front in Kent” A Kent freesheet newspaper, 
Adscene, has prominently published a 
denial by former “race rebel” Robert Relf 
that he is the leader of December 12th. 
Adscene reporter and former NF member 
Nigel Munson writes that Relf denied the 
allegation “after an anonymous telephone 
caller claimed that the anti-fascist 
magazine Searchlight was piecing together 
details of his alleged involvement with 
December 12th”. 

In fact, Searchlight was doing no such 
thing. The tip-off is a complete fiction. 
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Spain will not deport convicted 
nazi 


Major General Otto Ernst Remer, the 83- 
year old nazi and Auschwitz liar, will not be 
deported to Germany, a court in Madrid 
has decided. Remer fled to Spain in 1994 
to avoid a 22-month jail sentence dished 
out by a court in Schweinfurt after he was 
convicted of Holocaust denial. 

Remer was arrested in Malaga in 
summer 1994 after he applied for, and was 
denied, political asylum. However, he now 
appears to have gained this through the 
back door, because the Spanish supreme 
court has decided that that there is no 
basis for the extradition of the 83-year-old 
nazi to Germany. 

The basis for the judgment is that Spain 
has no law equivalent to German laws on 
incitement to racial hatred or laws 
forbidding “Auschwitz lie” propaganda. 
Under Spanish law only incitement to 
genocide could be considered indictable. 
Remer has not made such statements on 
Spanish soil and is thus immune from 
prosecution. 
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